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Women’s World Cup kicks off, WUSA folds
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American

women participate in soccer leagues around the
country, more than ever
The fourth FIFA Women’s before.
“Now (in Dallas) they
World Cup kicked off
have a girls’ team for every
Saturday with Norway
age group,” Stone said.
defeating France, 2-0.
“The youth level is going
However, women’s soccer
nuts.”
in the United States sufStone compared the
fered a serious blow last
North American Soccer
week when the Women’s
League in the ‘70s and ‘80s
United Soccer Association
to WUSA, because it also
folded.
folded. Twenty years later,
The women’s league lost
MLS emerged and is cur$80 million-$100 million in
rently in its eighth season.
three years and would have
The existence of
continued to lose more
women’s professional
money every day had it
leagues in the United States
remained in operation.
shows that Title IX is
That’s why the WUSA
working. The
WNBA currently concluded its
seventh season,
where the
Detroit Shock
defeated the Los
Angeles Sparks
in the championship finals
last week,
despite attendance dropping
4 percent this
- Chad Deering,
past season to
Dallas Burn Midfielder
8,830 per game,
the lowest in
league history.
decided to call it quits after
“It was a great game
just three seasons and prior
(WNBA final),” said UTPA
to the opening of the Cup.
women’s associate head
“It’s a real sad thing,”
coach Tracy Anderson. “It
Dallas Burn midfielder
says a lot that women’s
Jordan Stone said in a
professional sports can
phone interview. “It was by
far the best women’s league make it.”
Anderson pointed out
in the world.”
that the WNBA has the
The saturation of sports
financial backing of the
in the United States, in
NBA. However, WUSA did
addition to the wide variety
not have the financial supof entertainment options
port that the women’s basavailable to the American
ketball league enjoys,
public, are just some of the
which could be one of the
culprits behind the demise
reasons the women’s preof the 3-year-old league.
mier league failed.
Lack of corporate sponsor“Women’s sports continships is another main reason
ue to rise, but this does put
WUSA has gone the way of
a damper on it,” Anderson
the dodo bird.
Since WUSA’s first match said.
Prior to the kickoff of the
in 2001 had 34,148 fans at
World Cup Saturday, organRFK Stadium in
izers had sold 280,000 of
Washington, D.C., league
the 600,000 tickets availattendance dropped 18 perable for the six venues for
cent to 6,667 per game. Its
the 16-team, 32-game tourtelevision ratings were a
nament. Almost 30,000 tickmere 0.1 and 0.2 on the
ets were sold for the United
PAX network which means
that the audience was meas- States’ 3-1 opening game
victory against Sweden,
ured in thousands, not milSunday in Washington,
lions.
D.C.’s RFK Stadium. The
However, all is not lost.
tickets went on sale only
Just because WUSA failed
two months ago.
doesn’t mean that the sport
This Sunday’s doubleis a failure. Thousands of
header between Group A
boys and girls and men and
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BRINGIN’ ‘EM BACK FOR MORE
Retention
Percentages

Texas Freshman Retention Rates for Fall 2001
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By OMAIRA GALARZA
The Pan American

A fisherman may not find difficulties in catching fish, but holding on
to the catch during the transition from sea to land is a challenge. The
same principle is apparent when a “fish”, a college freshman, encounters
the transition from high school to a college or university.
For students, this transition period can be so full of complications that
they choose not to return to school in the following semesters. This
decision affects the college or university’s retention rate, which is the
percentage of first time/full-time students that remain enrolled one year
after entering the school.The University of Texas-Pan American offers
several programs to its students that increase the retention rate.
According to Marta Lopez, director of the University Retention
Advisement Program (URAP), UTPA’s retention rate has increased
about 12 percent in four years. In 1999 the rate was 54 percent, and the
unofficial rate for this year is 67 percent.
The university is improving these numbers through the use of
programs, such as the Learning Communities. A Learning Community is
a group of less than 30 students who take paired courses. Paired courses
are two core courses taken together, such as history or an English and a
history. The same groups of students attend classes together.
The material covered in the classes is exactly the same as the material
in a non-community course. These classes are available to all students,
and can be found during registration in the class schedule newspaper
under the Learning Communities-paired courses listing.
Lopez said that the average increase in the success rate of students
who enroll in Learning Communities, in comparison with those who
don’t, is 15 to 20 percent higher.
URAP monitors select courses, within and outside of these
communities, and progress reports are sent to students who are not

See RETENTION page 11

Loan debt posing problems
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

Photo by John Todd/International Sports

Cat Reddick of Team USA (4) fires a shot past Corpus native Monica Gonzalez of the Mexican national team in a Sept. 7 match.

rivals, the United States and
North Korea, and Nigeria
and Sweden at Crew
Stadium in Columbus, Ohio
is the first venue to sell out.
Fans from 42 states, three
countries, two U.S. territories and Washington, D.C.
will converge on the
Midwestern city’s stadium
that has a capacity of
22,555.
Despite WUSA’s
announcement last week,
not everyone sees WUSA as

folding permanently, just
yet.
“It’s definitely a huge
blow to women’s sports, but
I take it as a step back,”
Dallas Burn midfielder
Chad Deering said. “They’ll
definitely come back and do
well.”
It is speculated that if the
United States can rekindle
the excitement it generated
during its 1999 World Cup
win, WUSA will be resuscitated with new corporate

sponsorships that will want
to ride the wave of a potential third World Cup title.
Now, the United States
women’s national team has
additional pressure on it to
perform well and repeat its
1991 and 1999 World Cup
victories.
“It’s not enough pressure
as it is to win,” said
Deering, a former men’s
national team member. “If
you don’t win, you may not
have a league next year to

play in.”
Deering, a Texas native,
compared the women’s
present position to MLS and
the men’s national team
success in the 2002 World
Cup that was jointly held in
Japan and Korea.
“It’s kind of how MLS
was, but we’re getting more
respect, especially since the
2002 World Cup,” Deering
said. “If not, we may be in
the same boat as WUSA
right now.”

There are over 3,000 individuals at UTPA borrowing
loans, and as soon as they graduate, bills from the university
and government starts filling up their mailbox. The question
for these students is whether they will earn enough money
to be able to pay off their student loans. And will they be
able to afford living on their own as adults?
Elias Ozuna, the assistant director for Student Financial
Services, said that although loans are needed by some
students, scholarships should be one of the first ways for
students to access money for education.
“The biggest problem I’ve seen is that students tend to
borrow too much money and don’t realize that when they
graduate they aren’t going to automatically get their dream
job,” Ozuna said. “They are going to have trouble repaying
their debt if the students do not foresee that they may not
have the amount of money needed to repay the loans once
they start working.”
A Federal Stafford Loans is one of the most popular ones
used by university students. This type allows dependent
undergraduates to borrow up to $2,625 their freshman year,
$3,500 their sophomore year and $5,500 for each remaining
year. There are also cumulative limits of $23,000 for an
undergraduate education and a $65,500 combined limit for
undergraduate and graduate.
At UTPA, students can either qualify for a subsidized or

unsubsidized Stafford Loan. Graduates and undergraduates
enrolled at least half-time must demonstrate financial need
by filling out a FAFSA form.
For subsidized Stafford Loans, the federal government
pays the interest while students are enrolled in school at
least half-time. Currently there are 3, 366 students using
subsidized Stafford Loans. The interest rate is variable for
new borrowers, with a maximum of 8.25 percent.
Borrowers who currently have 7, 8, or 9 percent Loans will
continue at the same rates.
These relatively low-interest loans are made by federal
and state governments, banks, savings and loans, credit
unions and other commercial lenders who participate in the
program.
Unsubsidized Stafford Loans are for graduates and
undergraduate students enrolled at least half-time, and are
not based on need, although students must also file the
FAFSA to be considered.
The interest rate is variable with a maximum of 8.25
percent. Interest will be charged from the time the loan is
disbursed until it is paid in full. Students can choose to pay
the interest while in school or allow it to accumulate.
However, allowing it to accumulate will increase the total
amount for repay.
Although the tuition at UTPA is not the most expensive
compared to the rest of the UT system, students aren’t

See LOANS page 12

Dr. Kimberly A. Selber

GROWING GREENERY— Due to near-record area rainfall, the
UTPA campus is alive lately with lush foliage and wildlife.
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Charolette Hunt and staff protect UTPA athletics from NCAA infractions
The University of
Georgia, California State
University-Fresno, San
Diego State University and
Baylor University. What do
these institutions all have
in common? They are all
guilty of major NCAA rule
infractions recently. Does
UTPA have to worry about
that? No.
Pan Am does not have to
worry because Charolette
Hunt, athletics compliance
coordinator, has the program running smoothly.
Hunt, in her third year at
UTPA, arrived in South
Texas via Northwestern
University where she was
also the compliance coordinator. Before that she spent
time at the University of
Michigan, in Ann Arbor, as
the eligibility coordinator.
Hunt also served as the
compliance assistant at the
Big East Conference Office
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Compliance coordinator guards against violations
By MATT HALL
The Pan American
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in Providence, R.I. Her job
is to make sure the university follows the rules and
thus stays out of trouble.
By accepting the post at
Pan Am, Hunt joined an
athletic program that was
known around the nation as
the only institution in
NCAA history not to be
certified in the first certification process. And one
which suffered through a
string of untoward incidents just six years ago
involving former coach
Delray Brooks.
Since she has joined the
staff, the orange-and-green
have had a squeaky clean
record, and has largely
built back the credibility
that suffered and flagged
during the days of the
Brooks scandal. But Hunt
gives all of the credit to her
staff.
"The good thing is we
have a great staff that follows the rules. And they
understand the importance

of following the rules,"
Hunt said. "Especially in a
place where you have a
recent history of major
infractions."
UTPA’s last major infraction was in July 1996,
when recruiting violations
labeled Pan Am as a repeat
violator and got the university placed on probation for
four years. The trail of Pan
Am’s history of violations
dates back to October 1968
when the Broncs got in
trouble for giving out
improper financial aid and
were put on one-year probation.
In April 1973, once again
the university broke the
rule against giving out
improper financial aid, and
this time was hit with a
two-year probation period.
As part of the penalty, both
years of the probation
included no televised
games.
A little over 17 years
later, in Oct. 1990, UTPA

basketball team, knows that
deviated from the straight
compliance is a serious
and narrow path and was
issue and should be taken
hit with a violation due to
very seriously.
improper recruiting and as
"Just in
a result, was
case we
sentenced to
want to play
one-year
in a bigprobation.
time tournaLess than
ment, the
two years
NCAA
later, in
Tournament,
August
and if we
1992, the
are breaking
athletic
rules we
department
might not be
was hit with
eligible to
a violation
play,"
for improper
Montalvo
recruiting
said. "So it
and giving
is important
extra beneCHAROLETTE HUNT
for her to do
fits. Even
her job and
though this viomake sure she keeps the
lation was appealed by the
program clean."
current coach, Pan Am was
Hunt says the NCAA has
still found guilty and sentenced to three years proba- started to make general
tion and one year of no-tel- rules and let the institution
interpret them and decide
evision probation.
Eric Montalvo, a 6-foot-3 how they are going to
enforce the rule.
guard on UTPA’s men’s

She looks at her job as
that of a gatekeeper, someone who has to be able to
catch mistakes.
"My main job is to
ensure that we have policies and procedures in
place to monitor all compliance areas," Hunt said.
"So that if anything happens I should be able to
catch it or somebody
should be able to catch it
within my policies and procedures."
She also just wants to
stay out of the spotlight
and avoid all media attention.
"If you’re not in compliance it leads to bad publicity for the university as a
whole," Hunt said.
"Athletic departments bring
a lot of glory to institutions, but they also, as seen
by St. Bonaventure,
Alabama and Baylor, can
be national news. We are
just trying to avoid the
news."

Reynosa adding quality pugilists to boxing pool
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Census job chances soon available
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
The U.S. Census Bureau is looking to hire
2003 graduates, and as a result an information
session was held on Wednesday with oncampus interviews to take place Friday. The
Bureau is also one of over 25 companies
participating in the Business and Internship
Job Expo today from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the
University of Texas-Pan American Fieldhouse.
“We’re here to help people get in to work
with us,” said Jennifer Davidson, U.S. Census
Bureau IT specialist/ recruiter. “Forty percent
of people working in the bureau are up for
retirement and we’re trying to get a new crew
in. We are trying to hire 200 new people every
year.”
Job openings include ones for
statisticians/analysts, geographers, and
information technology specialists. Majors in
math, computer science, sociology, statistics,
economics, political science, psychology,
business administration, criminal justice,
demography, information systems
management, computer information systems,
geography, cartography and public
administration are encouraged to apply.
New hires will be involved in gathering data
on all aspects of the nation's economy, from
the national deficit consumer price index to

new housing starts and unemployment rates.
Some job descriptions include conducting
surveys to help determine where new schools
will be built in communities, and where to best
direct other community services.
Requirements vary according to the
positions, but all require U.S. citizenship and
bachelor’s degrees with a minimum GPA of
2.9. Relocation to the Washington D.C. area is
also necessary.
The Census Bureau information session is a
part of Called to Serve, a program sponsored
by UTPA’s Career Placement Services. The
program was set up to help students obtain
government jobs.
There is not a deadline to apply. Those who
did not make it to the information session or
the expo can log on to www.census.gov and
fill out the questionnaire. Then download the
cover sheet for each job, take the cover sheet,
a resume, and a current transcript to the Office
of Career Placement Services room 147 in the
Student Services Building.
“We encourage students to apply for federal
jobs,” said Velinda Reyes, Career Placement
assistant director. “These jobs are more secure
especially right now that the economy is
suffering. They offer excellent pay and many
benefits.”
All Census jobs are federal jobs and come
with federal benefits, including life insurance,

health insurance, paid leave, and 10 paid
holidays among others.
“It’s a very comfortable job,” Davidson
explained. “You can get graduate school paid
for if you’re interested and you get a lot of
vacation leave and stuff like that. Also the
D.C. area is a great place for young people.
They have museums, clubs, and a lot of things
to do.”
Davidson, who has been with the Census
Bureau for a year and a half said that
advacement opportunities are plentiful.
“You can move up rapidly,” she explained.
“You have a chance to increase your salary
every year for the first four years. I’ve already
been promoted.”
Reyes, who was once employed by the
government, explained that federal jobs also
offer valuable experience along with
opportunities for advancement.
“Federal jobs are good opportunities for
anyone,” she said. “You get exposed to many
different things and learn a lot that will help
you in the future as you move up in your
career.”
Other companies participating in the
Business and Internship Job Expo include
Austin Police Department, Federal Bureau of
Investigation, Mervyn's, South Texas Health
System, U.S. Customs and Border Protection,
and Wells Fargo Financial.

Photo by Ed Chrnko/The Pan American

Gabriel Soto is one of the trainers at Academia de Boxeo “Heriberto de Anda.”

The sport of boxing is not all
bright lights, big city and men
with pointy hairdos, at least not
in Reynosa. Here, boxers are
not made, they are forged.
Until recently, the Academia
de Boxeo "Heriberto de Anda"
of Joel Soto was the only boxing gym in Reynosa, and thus,
the only game in town.
However, despite the lack of
training facilities, Reynosa has
managed to produce a number
of quality boxers, thanks in part
to the passion and love of the
sport of boxing of Joel Soto
Jiménez.
Soto fought only a handful of
amateur fights in his youth
before being seriously injured
in an automobile accident at the
age of 17. He opened his gym
35 years ago in his backyard
and it still remains. Since 1989
it has been an enclosed facility
that houses a ring and a variety
of training equipment.
In addition to his gym, Soto
also is the premiere boxing promoter in this northern Mexican
city of close to a half million
people. Most recently, Soto promoted a sellout exhibition fight
between Mexican boxing legend Julio César Chávez and
Reynosa’s Benito "Mulato"
Rodríguez last June in the Plaza
de Toros of Reynosa. This was
Chávez’ first and most likely
only appearance in the border
city, but is a feather in Soto’s

cap and a tribute to his promotional skills, all based in the
love he has for the sport.
The majority of fights in
Reynosa are promoted by Soto,
who has become well-respected
in the international boxing
scene. However, locally, Soto’s
stable of fighters including its
rich boxing tradition have not
been given its deserved respect,
according to Soto’s son Gabriel,
20.
The Valley View High School
graduate, who is now the gym’s
second as well as its trainer and
cutman, feels that the Valley
doesn’t think too highly of the
boxers that come out of
Reynosa and that they are
looked down upon, especially
by South Texas promoters. Soto
said that Reynosa fighters are
paid only half of what Valley
fighters get.
The young cutman is very
proud of Mexican boxers, in
general, and characterizes them
as ones who "give it their all"
and that the quality and level of
Mexican boxing is very good.
He distinguishes Mexican boxers by their distinct hook to the
kidneys that they use in comparison to other boxers from
around the world.
"Everyone knows that the
Mexican (boxer) gives it his
all," Soto said. "But in the
Valley, they (promoters) don’t
notice us (Reynosa boxers)
much."
Gabriel feels that a gym
doesn’t produce seven state

champions, four national champions and two world champs
only to get paid half price.
Currently, the Soto stable
houses the Mexican national
super flyweight champion,
Hugo Ramírez, and the WBO’s
No. 8 ranked super featherweight, Rocky Montoya, 29-0.
Among the finely tuned boxers
is Soto’s other son, Saúl, who is
13-0, including 12 knockouts.
"The majority (Reynosa boxers) come out of here," Gabriel
Soto said with pride. The
younger Soto also explained
that their training techniques
are a little more individualized,
which could be one of the reasons for their many years of
success.
"We focus on everyone in the
gym," the young trainer and
cutman said. "Everything is
even, no one is ignored. It’s
very friendly."
Gabriel Soto indicated that
boxing has become a bi-gendered phenomenon.
"Women have also come to
our gym," the 20-year-old said.
"They come to learn selfdefense, lose weight and sculpt
their bodies."
Looking toward the future, he
hopes that the recent opening of
another boxing gym in the border city, the Gimnasio Reynosa,
will elevate the level of competition even more.
"It’s a good thing," he said.
"It’s better that there’s more
gyms because it saves on
expenses."
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Lady Broncs extend win streak to six games
By ERICK TREVINO
The Pan American
The University of Texas-Pan American
volleyball team extended its winning
streak to six Tuesday night at the UTPA
Fieldhouse with a three-match sweep of
Incarnate Word before a festive home
crowd of 218.
The Lady Broncs returned to action
against the Lady Crusaders after a stellar
performance at the Prairie View A&M
Tournament last weekend.
There they went 4-0 and were crowned
co-champion of the tournament along with
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi who also went
4-0. UTPA did not face the other cochampions.
Tuesday UTPA defeated UIW 30-16,
30-27, and 30-17 to improve to 9-7 while
stringing together their sixth straight victory.
The Lady Crusaders dropped to 8-8 on
the season with the loss. UTPA’s next
game will be against Texas A&M
International in Laredo on Saturday, Sept.
27 at 4 p.m.
The Lady Broncs set the tempo for the
evening early on in the match.
"We couldn’t get anything going
tonight," said Lady Crusaders head coach
Jennifer Montoya. "Our biggest mistake
was not taking care of our side of the
net."
The Lady Broncs controlled the pace
from beginning to end and never trailed
during the first game of the series. UIW’s
only spurt of offense in the match came
during Game 2. The Lady Crusaders rallied and came within two points of UTPA,
29-27, until sophomore setter Sandy
Darway took matters into her own hands
and hit a no-look shot to win the game.
Game 3 was much like the first and the
Lady Broncs rolled to a 30-17 win.
Senior outside hitter Jaclyn Muszynski
had 10 kills, seven digs, and three blocks.

Junior outside hitter Cathi Netemeyer
contributed 11 kills and three blocks.
Netemeyer considers Muszynski the
heart and soul of this team, “the rock," as
she calls her. She has the utmost amount
of confidence in her teammate and credits
the new offense the Lady Broncs are running for their latest success.
Currently, head coach Dave Thorn is
playing two setters for their three powerful hitters at the net in 5-foot-11
Muszynski, 6-foot-1 Netemeyer, and 6foot-2 middle blocker Danielle Holthe.
All three are exceptional athletes and
having them at the net allows the Lady
Broncs to be a big and strong physical
team, posing problems for opposing
defenses.
They play well together and have been
working on getting and closing their
blocks at the net.
Netemeyer couldn’t say enough about
how confident the team is playing under
the new offensive system. She described
their play as "clean, crisp, and well executed."
Netemeyer is looking forward to the
rest of the season because she feels that
this offense is going to produce more
wins. The whole team played well overall
despite not knowing much about the Lady
Crusaders’ style of play.
"They did not want to do a tape
exchange so there was no way to scout
them," Netemeyer explained.
The team picked up their tendencies relatively quickly and UIW resulted in not
posing much of a threat.
Former McAllen Memorial standout
freshman Karen Lyons turned in a team
high 21 assists and sophomore Sandy
Darway chipped in 10 to help the UTPA
cause.
The Lady Crusaders were led by senior
Amanda Carrejo, who had seven kills and
four blocks, and Leah Dworaczyk added
four kills and four digs.

Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

UTPA sophomore Danielle Holthe (16) throws down a spike against Incarnate Word Tuesday.

"The group deals specifically with student-athlete
welfare issues
and also provides community service
opportunities
for all of the
student-athletes
in the athletic
department."
SAAC tackles
issues that are
brought to them
by their fellow
athletes.
For example,
there was a
problem with
weight room
hours and
- Eric Montalvo, SAAC men’s
SAAC
basketball representative
addressed this
problem and got
it corrected so
they could have more time
because it provides stuto lift and prepare for comdent-athletes with a voice
petition.
and give them a role on
Members meet regularly
how the athletic departto discuss current events
ment is run," Uchacz said.
letic department.
"SAAC is important

“

We want to get
all athletes
involved so they
can have a say
on any problems
we have
throughout the
department.

“

Every organization has
kinks that can be worked
out and improved.
The athletic department
is no different and that is
why the Student-Athlete
Advisory Committee
(SAAC) exists.
This committee has one
representative from every
athletic team at The
University of Texas-Pan
American.
Each representative
serves a yearlong term and
can either step down and
pass the torch to someone
else or continue on the
committee as long as they
have eligibility left.
The mission of UTPA’s
SAAC is to enhance the
total student-athlete experience by promoting opportunity, protecting studentathlete welfare, and fostering a positive student-ath-

lete image within the community.
This organization is
guided by the following
principles: ethics, integrity, fairness, and a respect
for diversity, which shall
include attention to gender, race, ethnicity, and
sport.
When the student-athletes are faced with problems they turn to SAAC,
where does the average
student turn?
To the dean of students,
Dr. Jerry Price, because
he is there to address
problems in the university. Price is here to
enhance every student’s
experience and help them
if they have any complaints or suggestions and
that is exactly what
SAAC is there for too.
Chris Uchacz, the adviser to this group, believes
SAAC gives the studentathletes a voice in the ath-

and issues going on inside
the athletic department.
Eric Montalvo, the
men’s basketball representative, is serving his first
year on SAAC and
believes this committee
runs well when the other
student-athletes communicate to them about the concerns from their team
members.
"We want to get all athletes involved so they can
have a say on any problems we have throughout
the department," Montalvo
said. "SAAC’s main goal
is to listen to the studentathletes."
With each team being
represented this ensures
that no team will get special benefits and everyone
is treated fairly. Issues that
make it to SAAC are voted
on by all members, representing democracy at its
best.
The committee does not

always deal with negative
problems in the department.
Jennifer Arriola, the
women’s basketball representative, is serving her
second straight year on
SAAC and has heard compliments about the program
too.
"We are the voice for the
student-athletes. They
come to us with problems,
concerns, and when something positive is happening
in the department," Arriola
said.
Uchacz feels honored to
help this group make
changes in the athletic
department.
"It is a privilege for me
to act as staff adviser for
SAAC and work with the
student-athlete leaders in
the athletic department,"
Uchacz said. “In order to
make the athletic-academic
experience the best it can
be."
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Tuition increase could be manageable
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American
President Miguel A. Nevarez and other administrators met with
the Student Government Association (SGA) on Tuesday at the
latter’s weekly meeting to discuss plans on the designated tuition
increase proposal.
The administrator focus was to discuss possible increases and
proposed new changes to alleviate other problems such as student
parking and class size. The tuition increase will lead the university
to be able to allocate funds to hire more faculty and level the
increase of entering freshman to the number of faculty available.
Those administrators present beside Nevarez were Dr. John A.
Edwards, vice president for Enrollment and Student Services, and
Dean of Students Dr. Jerry Price.
Christine Carruthers, student judicial affair officer, commented
that the university administration had contacted her (she is one of
the SGA advisers) to request a meeting with the student senators.
Their purpose in doing so was to get the senators’ point of view
on the proposed changes and measure their response.
“They are looking for SGA feedback to see and get a feeling of
how other students will react,” Carruthers explained. “They know
SGA is a diverse body that represents students on campus.”
The meeting was run by Nevarez and with a PowerPoint
presentation he analyzed designated tuition per semester credit
hour and the number difference that would exist after the
increase. The cost per semester hour in 2002 was $26, went up
six dollars by 2003, but the increase will be merely $6 in 2004.
However, the price will go up $12 in 2005 making each semester
credit hour equal $38.
Tuition and fees are 24 percent of the funding resources allotted
to the university every year. With the increase, the administration
hopes to get the money needed to hire from 55 to 62 new faculty
next September. This school year, approximately 25 faculty were
hired, against the 1,600 new students enrolled. Nevarez stated that
for the year 2015, the school is expected to have 26,000 students
and the use of money for the hiring of faculty is expected to be
never ending. The enrollment is 15,889 this fall.
“The increase is not a bump in the road,” Nevarez said. “It will
be there a long time.”
There were some positive comments made by the SGA
members regarding the hiring of more faculty to balance the entry
level of new students. SGA President Francisco Vielma stated that

SAAC works to improve Athletic Department
By MATT HALL
The Pan American
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there is a need for more professors to keep classes smaller,
continuing the special attention UTPA is known for. Class sizes
have increased, however, as enrollment has risen because of the
lack of faculty.
“New faculty are essential,” Vielma said. “The student body is
growing in a phenomenal rate and one of the perks in this
university is you are not sitting in a classroom with 200 students
and a professor a mile away from you.”
Vielma also stated that if the class size increases too much, oneto-one interaction with the professor will be lost. Nevarez’ agreed,
saying that increasing class size could decrease the quality of
education students get because the amount of work and dedication
from the professors might decrease.
Senator Representative Raul Cabrera commented that the
administrators made a good decision to let the SGA in on their
plans before any action is taken, because some of the money
involved will come from student tuition.
“Considering the SGA was good because it is the student’s
pocket that would be affected,” Cabrera explained. “So they
should direct it to a student first, then anybody else.”
Cabrera also added that hiring new faculty will be beneficial
because then some departments can add more sections for
students. He also explained the parking problem could be solved
because if classes are distributed more evenly, the flow of students
will be balanced.
However, senators have their differences and the one for the
College of Social and Behavioral Science, Nathan Schwartz,
thought differently about the parking issue. Based on research he
and other senators did, Schwartz said the shortage of parking
spaces are greater all day Tuesday and Thursday.
The administrators are thinking of offering peak discounts for
those who take classes later on during the day instead of in the
morning, to separate the student body and have fewer problems.
But Schwartz mentioned that might curtail student involvement
because the activity period is during the peak time.
A student forum open to all students is going to happen Oct. 2
in the Engineering Building room 1.300. It will cover the same
points given to the SGA senators, but new graphics and numbers
will be added to provide the senators’ feedback about the issues.
Vielma urges students to attend and get their voice heard. During
the forum, students will be able to interact with the president and
others, who have expressed willingness to know more about their
opinions regarding these changes.

2002 – 2005 Tuition
Increase Rates for
Texas Colleges
Institution 2002 2003 2004 2005
UT- Arlington $42 $44 $46

?

UT-Austin

$42 $44 $46

?

UT-Dallas

$42 $44 $46

?

UT-San
Antonio

$42 $44 $46

?

UT-El Paso

$38 $42 $46

?

UT-Tyler

$40 $42 $44

?

UT-Permian
$35 $36 $40 ?
Basin
UT-Pan
American $26 $26 $32 $38
UTBrownsville

$25 $25 $32

?

Source: Vice President, Business Affairs

Support, protection growing for assault victims
the local organization in the Valley, in McAllen, is part of
the statewide network connected to TAASA.
Lupe Silva-Aboud, the group’s resource development
coordinator, said the organization provides shelter to
With recent high-profile events such as the Kobe Bryant women and their children for up to 45 days, plus
case and the Air Force Academy scandal coming to light,
counseling services. Mujeres Unidas also sponsors
more women are now asking themselves if there is an
programs to increase public awareness of domestic
organization out there for victims of
violence and sexual assault, including
sexual assault.
ones aiming for prevention of these
The Texas Association Against
crimes.
Sexual Assault (TAASA), helps such
“We go out to the people, the
The effects of
victims, as a nonprofit educational
schools, on topics of domestic
program promoting awareness in
sexual assault are so
violence, personal safety, teen dating,
Texas. Spokespeople from the
violence, and sexual harassment,”
great.
It
affects
their
organization are sent all over the state
said Silva-Aboud.
self-esteem, their
to publicize the issue on college
The majority of women who turn to
campuses, where assault is a
Mujeres Unidas for counseling are
trust. We encourage
recurrent problem.
between the ages of 23 and 35, but
the student to seek
Eunice Ruiz, one of the
Silva-Aboud said that sometimes
spokeswomen for TAASA’s new
outside help.
women over the age of 60 go for help
“Speak Up, Speak Out” campaign,
as well.
- Mary Herrera,
told her personal abuse story last
Since Mujeres Unidas is nonprofit,
UTPA
Counselor
Thursday at the Student Union here
funding comes from grants and
on campus.
fundraisers. The main annual event,
Ruiz was sexually molested at age
Art with Heart, will be Nov. 13, This
8 and raped at age 13 while still living in Mexico. She did
year tickets are $100 and a house will be raffled off.
not talk about her abuse until age 14, when she came to
“This is for the community, to help support the
live in the United States and became involved with a
organization,” said Silva-Aboud. “Students can get
support group. The counseling enabled her to tell her
together and purchase a ticket.”
mother and then the world about her ordeal.
“After I talked to a counselor, I began sharing my story
CAMPUS RESOURCES
with my family and friends,” said Ruiz. “Finally, I
When students who are victims of sexual assault seek
realized how important it was to share my story.”
counseling here at the university, they do so at the
With over 70 crisis centers in Texas, women now have
Counseling and Advisement Center. Many times, the
the opportunity to get counseling about and protection
student is then referred to programs like Mujeres Unidas
from sexual assault or domestic violence. Mujeres Unidas, and TAASA.
By CHRISTINA HARRIS
The Pan American
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Mary Herrera, a counselor on campus, said that one or
two students per semester come in seeking help, though
most assault cases don’t ever get reported.
“For some it’s very hard for them to talk,” said Herrera.
“The problems that they have are as a result of the sexual
abuse they experienced when they were young.”
The most common victims of date rape are under 18
years of age. In the United States, 1.8 million teens have
been the victims of serious sexual assault, and college
women are especially vulnerable. In fact, one out of every
five college-age women report having being sexually
assaulted.
The Counseling Center provides guidance in helping the
victim deal with the assault, and with the guilt and
depression often resulting. Depression is one of the major
issues that assault victims deal with, and many students
who go to the center are then referred to a psychiatrist for
medication.
As an awareness tool, the UTPA Counseling Center will
sponsor National Depression Screening Day on Thursday,
Oct. 9 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The screening is for
depression, bipolar disorder, anxiety, and post-traumatic
stress. The idea is that screenings will spread knowledge
so victims can start to rebuild their lives.
“The effects of sexual assault are so great,” said
Herrera. “It affects their self-esteem, their trust. We
encourage the student to seek outside help.”
For victims like TAASA spokesperson Ruiz, learning to
have confidence again has been a main focus of her
recovery process.
“The hardest thing is to learn to enjoy life without
worrying about trust,” said Ruiz. “Trust is not easy for me.
My faith in God has really played a very important part in
my recovery and coping. It has been through that faith that
I have been able to make it through the hardest and
darkest times in my life.”
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Campus

How worried are you
about student loan debt?

VO I C E

Adriana Garcia
Criminal Justice
Junior
I think students should be more aware of
what student debts are. They can get
really worried about them when they
shouldn’t. If you want to get an education,
you can’t try anything. Loans are an
important help.

Eloy Alvarado
Math
Senior
In my opinion, students shouldn’t get
much in debt with loans if they are not
responsible enough to graduate.

Daniela Resendez
Public Relations
Junior
Of course I worry about loan debt, but
I think student loans are great to help
students finish and finance their
education. When considering the very
low interest rate. I think student loans
are an investment.

Ernesto Gonzales
Rehabilitation Counseling
Senior
It’s pretty good. I’m not worried
about it because they help me to
pay for school and I have two
months to pay. I think it’s really
helpful.
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Cash bonus awaits
Faculty superstars
By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American
It’s almost like a performance lottery, as
selected faculty will be able to hit the jackpot
for their quality trouble. Faculty can now vie
for $60,000 in awards for outstanding
achievement in three areas: academic affairs,
research, and public service. The winners of
the Faculty Excellence Awards, which will
replace the Outstanding Faculty Awards, will
be named in April 2004.
The University of Texas-Pan American
Foundation Board and the UTPA Alumni
Association combine to sponsor the awards
recognizing and rewarding faculty excellence
in those three specific areas of performance.
“The Alumni Association has honored
faculty in the past and this is another event to
participate and help by supporting the
Faculty Excellence Awards,” said Debby
Grant, Alumni Association director.
The awards will be a good incentive for
faculty, according to biology professor Anixu
Kuang. “The cash may inspire awardees
more,” said Kuang.
A faculty member must first be nominated
in order to receive an award, and then the
finalists will be determined by a National
Selection Committee. The award for
excellence in teaching will recognize an
individual with outstanding teaching
methodologies, communication skills,
concern for student performance, and
commitment to the learning process. They
must also maintain high expectations of their
students and ensure academic rigor in
courses.
Faculty who have been particularly

successful in research or creative endeavors
will also be recognized. As UTPA seeks to
move toward more prowess as a research
institution, this area is of growing interest.
The awards for excellence in public service
will recognize those who have brought
recognition to The university through their
successful efforts in applying the content or
skills of their academic disciplines in service
to the community, state, or nation in areas of
public interest.
Further, a $20,000 award will be presented
to the department that has established itself
as a leader in the quest for excellence.
Teaching and research individual awards will
be worth $7,500 each, while the one for
public service nets $5,000. Finalists who
don’t win the prize will be awarded $1,000
each.
The cash incentives are a nice bonus for
winners, but faculty are still struggling under
the burden of the state-mandated budget cuts
in place this year. And some have reminded
the crowd that individual awards do little if
anything on a structural level in regard to
wages or merit pay, each of whom have
suffered since the state’s shortfall.
“It is a benefit to the individual recipients
and the university generally that generous
recognition of outstanding faculty is
instituted. One can only applaud this
system,” said Kenneth Buckman, history and
philosophy professor. “However, it is a
mistake to regard these kinds of
compensation as anything that affects the
general salary structure of faculty. After all, it
isn't just five or six faculty members on a
campus who produce excellent work in one
or several areas of evaluation.”

Cash Awards for
Excellent Faculty
* $20,000 for Department of Excellence
* $7,500 for Excellence in Teaching
* $5,000 for Excellence in Public Service

Jesus Lopez
Engineering
Sophomore
I’m not worried because right now I don’t
have a loan, yet. If I had one I wouldn’t be
so worried since the interest rate is low,
plus you have around six months to pay
it after you graduate.

* $5,000 for Excellence in Teaching, five finalists will receive $1,000 each
* $5,000 for Excellence in Research or
Creative Endeavors, five finalists will receive
$1,000 each
* Awards will be presented in April 2004
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SPORTS CLIPBOARD
Men’s golf places 12th
The UTPA men's golf team finished 12th at the
14-team First Reliance Intercollegiate Classic
Tuesday held at the Country Club of South
Carolina and hosted by Francis Marion
University. Pan Am shot a 54-hole total of 911
and were 38 shots behind tournament winner
Jacksonville State.

Tennis receives honors
Eight members of UTPA's mens and women's
tennis teams received academic honors from the
Intercollegiate Tennis Association last
Wednesday, Sept. 17.
In addition, the women's team was named an
ITA All-Academic Team for the third year in a
row.
On the women's team, senior Elisabet Mateos
of Spain, juniors Jessica Brown of Sioux City,
Iowa, Julie Fife of Los Alamos, NM and Alana
Breen of Whistler, British Columbia as well as
sophomore Kathryn Waslen of Calgary, British
Columbia were honored as ITA ScholarAthletes.
For the men, senior Neil Barraclough of
England, and Canadian sophomores Filip
Koziell and Jeremy Salvo were among 200

UPCOMING UTPA SCHEDULE
Sept. 26 X-Country at Whataburger Invitational
at San Antonio (UTSA)
Sept. 26-28 Women's tennis at Lamar Invitational
Sept. 27 Volleyball at Texas A&M-International, 4
p.m.
Sept. 27-28 Women's Golf at Notre Dame
Invitational
Sept. 29 Men's Golf at Fred Marx Invitational at
Louisiana-Monroe
Sept. 30 Volleyball at Texas A&M-Kingsville, 7
p.m.

NFL WEEK THREE SCHEDULE
Away
Home
Date
Arizona
St. Louis
Sept. 28
Jacksonville
Houston
Sept. 28
Philadelphia
Buffalo
Sept. 28
Tennessee
Pittsburgh
Sept. 28
Cincinnati
Cleveland
Sept. 28
New England Washington
Sept. 28
San Francisco Minnesota
Sept. 28
Kansas City
Baltimore
Sept. 28
San Diego
Oakland
Sept. 28
Atlanta
Carolina
Sept. 28
Dallas
N.Y. Jets
Sept. 28
Detroit
Denver
Sept. 28
Indianapolis
New Orleans
Sept. 28
Green Bay
Chicago
Sept. 29
Open date:
Miami, N.Y. Giants, Seattle, and Tampa Bay

Time
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
3:05 p.m.
3:05 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8 p.m.

selected from all Division I men's tennis players.

Astros rally past Giants
The Houston Astros rallied to defeat the San
Francisco Giants, 2-1, Wednesday afternoon and
improved to 85-73, and are just a half game
behind the Chicago Cubs (85-72) in the NL
Central Division. The come-from-behind win
ended the Astros’ four-game skid.
José Vizcaino's seventh inning pinch hit drove
in two runs to beat the Giants in the nationally
televised afternoon NL matchup. The Giants,
who have clinched the NL West title, dropped to
97-60.
Astros pitcher Roy Oswalt picked up the win
and improved to 10-5.
Giant pitcher Sidney Ponson took the loss and
dropped to 3-6.
Tuesday night, the Oakland A's (95-63) defeated the Texas Rangers, 4-3, in 10 innings and
clinched the AL West title for the second
straight year when Seattle lost to Anaheim, 2-1,
in 11 innings.
In the AL Central, the Minnesota Twins
repeated as division champs after beating the
Cleveland Indians, 4-1, extending their winning
streak to 10 games and improving to 88-69.
Detroit routed Kansas City, 15-6, to end a 10-

MLB WILDCARD STANDINGS
American
Boston
Seattle

Won Lost
93 - 65
90 - 69

GB
-3.5

LEFT
4
3

DIV
East
West

Division winners: East - N.Y. Yankees (98-59), Central
- Minnesota (88-69), West - Oakland (95-63).
National
Florida
Houston
Philadelphia
Los Angeles
St. Louis
Arizona
Montreal

Won Lost
88 - 70
85 - 73
85 - 73
83 - 73
83 - 76
81 - 76
81 - 78

GB
-3.0
3.0
4.0
5.5
6.5
7.5

LEFT
4
4
4
6
3
5
3

DIV
East
Cen.
East
West
Cen.
West
East

Division winners: East - Atlanta (98-60), West - San
Francisco (97-60).

2003 WOMEN’S SOCCER
WORLD CUP
Group A

Group B

Group C

Group D

U.S.A.
Sweden
Nigeria
N. Korea

Norway
France
Brazil
S. Korea

Germany
Canada
Japan
Argentina

China
Ghana
Australia
Russia

Sept. 21
Sept. 25
Sept. 28

U.S.A. 3, Sweden 1
U.S.A. vs. Nigeria
North Korea vs. U.S.A.

6:30 p.m.
2:45 p.m.

game losing streak while improving their woeful
season record to 39-118.
The Tigers’ victory left them two losses away
from tying the post-1900 major league record
for most losses in a single season.
Detroit must win four of their last five games
to avoid tying the New York Mets for the undistinguished record. In 1962, the Mets lost a
record 120 games. On Monday, Detroit's 118th
loss of the season against the Royals surpassed
the AL record of losses in a single season previously held by the 1916 Philadelphia Athletics.

Women’s golf takes fifth
The UTPA women's golf team finished fifth at
the nine-team Texas State Bobcat Invitational
Sunday held at The Bandit Golf Course with a
two-round overall score of 655 that left them
seven strokes behind first place Texas A&MCorpus Christi.
Sophomore Stefanie Maynard of Pflugerville
finished second on the individual level after
shooting a final round score of 78 for a 36-hole
total of 154, just three strokes shy of medalist
Ashlie Simmons of TAMU-CC.
Daniela Cortés shot a 160, Christine Treanor
swung for a 170, and Nikki Boychuk and Itziar
Unanue both tied with a 172 each.

MEXICAN SOCCER LEAGUE
Team
Tigres
U.N.A.M.
U.A.G.
Atlante
Necaxa
Santos
Puebla
Irapuato
Toluca
Pachuca
Monterrey
América
Veracruz
Morelia
Guadalajara
Chiapas
Cruz Azul
Atlas
Club San Luis
Querétaro

W-D-L
6-1-1
5-2-2
5-2-2
4-3-2
3-5-1
3-5-1
4-2-3
4-2-3
4-1-3
3-4-2
3-4-2
3-3-3
3-3-3
3-2-4
3-1-5
3-1-5
2-3-4
2-2-5
1-3-5
0-1-8

GF:GA
17:7
17:11
15:12
17:12
12:9
19:12
14:13
15:16
12:10
12:10
18:17
17:12
13:15
13:17
12:15
11:16
11:16
16:17
11:19
5:21

PTS
17
17
17
15
15
14
14
14
13
13
13
12
12
11
10
10
9
8
6
1

Week 8 results Sept 20-21: Chiapas 1, Veracruz 0;
Santos 5, Monterrey 5; Tigres 2, Necaxa 1; Morelia 0,
U.N.A.M. 3; San Luis 1, América 5; Atlas 6, Irapuato 1;
Toluca 2, Guadalajara 1; Pachuca 4, Cruz Azul 1;
Atlante 1, U.A.G. 0; Querétaro 0, Puebla 2.
Week 9 results Sept. 24: Puebla 0, Tigres 1; Veracruz
3, Pachuca 1; Cruz Azul 0, Morelia 2; U.A.G. 3,
Chiapas 2; U.N.A.M. 2, Querétaro 0; América 0,
Santos 0; Necaxa 1, Toluca 0; Atlas 4, San Luis 1;
Irapuato 2, Guadalajara 3; Monterrey 1, Atlante 0.
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Comm Disorders leads in academic growth
By JULIAN CAVAZOS
The Pan American
The University of Texas-Pan American is
big and getting bigger, with a current
enrollment of almost 16,000. New departments
are developing as fast as the enrollment, and
established ones are growing. The fastest
growing one is the Communication Sciences
and Disorders Department.
Dr. Mary Anne Nericio detailed the growth,
saying “Last year, we had about 23 students.
Now we have 50 graduate students. It has
tripled in the last year.”
Rapidly increasing technology gives
students more opportunities to work in a field
where careers are in demand. Students
graduating in this area find jobs readily
available.
Keri Gonzalez, clinical supervisor and
professor of speech-language pathology, said,
“Our profession along with our department has
grown in leaps and bounds. There is such a

great need for speech pathologists here in the
Valley. Our graduate students find jobs in the
schools,
hospitals, rehab facilities, and some even
open up their own practice.”
There is a great diversity of coursework
done to serve not only UTPA students, but
eventually the rest of the Rio Grande Valley as
well.
“According to our national organization, the
American Speech-Language
Hearing Association, communication affects
approximately 46 million Americans,” said
Gonzalez. “These disorders include speech,
language, hearing, voice, swallowing, and
many more. So, as you can see, our field is
very diverse and students find areas that they
are truly interested in.”
The undergraduate program prepares
students for professional graduate level
training, and is also a fast moving organization.
“When I began teaching here at UTPA, I had
around 18-20 students. Now I have
approximately 80 students,” said Gonzalez.

Improved writing skills
are campus-wide goal
By EDWINA P. GARZA
The Pan American
Faculty members were introduced to the
launch of the Writing Across the Curriculum
initiative Wednesday afternoon at the Health
Science Human Services West building. The
program is supported and coordinated by the
University Writing Center.
The WAC Task Force is compiled of
faculty members from different colleges on
campus. The initiative is meant to aid
students by improving their writing skills.
WAC mission statement says the program is
an initiative to encourage writing, reading,
and critical thinking.
“Writing is a tool for increasing students
success,” said Dr. Miguel Gonzalez of the
College of Science and Engineering and one
of the eight WAC Task Force members.
The program stemmed from the idea that
students need to gain better writing
instructions for all of their courses, whether it
be biology or an English course. WAC hopes
help a wide variety of students become
strong writers in their prospective fields. This
is an understandable goal in light of the fact
that a recent nationwide study showed that 48
percent of high school seniors score “poorly”
in writing, and just one percent score
“excellent.”
“Students need competency in all written
communication skills as well as in specific
disciplinary genres,” said WAC Task Force
member Dr. Mark Noe, College of Arts and
Humanities.
The task force discussed improving
already existing programs as well as creating
more faculty-involved programs that allow an
exchange of ideas. “We will be teachers and
learners,” said Dr. Rose Marie Penzerro,
WAC task force member from the College of
Health Sciences and Human Services.
Judy Davidson, director of the University
Writing Center located in the library, stated
the faculty and the center need to work as a
team. Davidson encouraged faculty to visit
the center and speak with the tutors to
demonstrate what is expected in their classes.
She said the center is capable of being
successful with the help of the faculty.
“There are many creative things going on,”

she said. “I believe it’s unlimited.”
Dr. Ann Chenoweth of the College of Arts
and Humanities discussed the activities
planned for the upcoming year, including
workshops to discuss which strategies are
working and which are not. Also, there will
be a concentration on writing for specific
disciplines.
Through noting programs at other
universities, WAC intends to create a website
which provides links for faculty to learn what
others are doing to help their students
become better writers.
Eventually WAC hopes to move toward
extensive writing components in all courses,
in addition to starting a program helping
graduate students in need of writing
assistance.
At the meeting, faculty members voiced
anxieties about students who fear taking
courses that require them to write essays or
do critical thinking. Although according to
Noe, there are just as many students signing
up for classes to get a greater knowledge on
writing.
“When I ask why they take this course
they tell me, ‘I know I need to learn more
about writing,’” said Noe of his intensive
writing course students.
Dr. Steven Oliver of the Philosophy
Department said the students need to be
taught in general that the easiest way to gain
information is through reading and writing.
The typical student wants to be spoon-fed
and is terrified to find information, he added.
“An environment where a student is allowed
to discuss ideas and exchange knowledge
helps their critical thinking skills, and needs
to be created,” he said.
“The centerpiece isn’t lecture, it’s criticism
and writing,” Oliver said. “We need to
reinvestigate how we use time in classrooms
with our students.”
This reinvestigation will begin in
classrooms with the faculty, WAC, and the
University Writing Center when students
become more actively engaged in
classrooms. This facility will help students
critical thinking skills and aid in their
employability, professionalism, and
communication skills, both written and
spoken.

Those 80 undergrads will probably be able
to slide right into jobs after they complete. So
will the grad students, not always the case
around campus. Angelica Alvarado, a graduate
student, keeps herself informed on the
occupations available.
“I have just started this fall and am joining
the National Student Speech, Hearing and
Language Association (NSSHLA), a program
that gets students informed in careers such as
speech therapists, and audiologists,” said
Alvarado.
The graduate program guides students
through courses like multicultural issues,
normal speech-language development, various
speech-language disorder treatments, and
audiological tests.
They practice their work in hospitals, rehab
centers, schools, and even home health
agencies.
As part of the Communication Sciences and
Disorders Department, the Speech and Hearing
Center at UTPA remains relatively busy. The
Center provides a variety of professional

LOANS

UT rep offers students
explanations to recent
concerns, policies

services to Valley residents of all ages who
suffer from language disabilities, hearing
problems, stuttering, vocal problems,
swallowing and fluency problems.
Another service available is the
Language/Literacy Center, also located
at UTPA. This center focuses on improving
communication, mathematics, and reading
skills in schools where students are English
speakers, Spanish speakers, and bilinguals.
Nericio finds it to be truly rewarding to be
involved in a department that enables clients to
mitigate disabilities.
“I am from Austin, and much of my family
lives there, but it is so rewarding to live down
here and work with my students,” she said.
“They give me passion I never knew I had,
such intelligence, wit, energy and enthusiasm!"
Melissa Rios is one of those students going
for her master’s. She is a second-year graduate,
and greatly enjoys the work.
“The best thing about this is that I get to do
what I love doing the most. I help people,”
said Rios.

programs that will help pay for your college debt
if you teach at a school that is low income,
underprivileged schools.”
Although there are numerous books and
studies written on student loans, eventually the
decision lies in the hands of the student to decide
how he or she will pay off their educational debt.
“We used to have a problem for the last 10
years with the rates of students paying off their
loans on time,” Ozuna said. “Now we have been
able to come down to about a 1.3 default rate.
That is a great number compared to other default
rates we’ve seen.”
Ozuna attributed the lower numbers to the
communication maintained by staff with
graduates. The students have become more aware
of benefits such as different payment systems of
paying the loans.
Mapping-Your-Future.org is one website that
provides tips and information to college students
on how to manage their years in higher learning.
The recommendations on the website include
making sure a student has information on all
student loans. That info can be hard to keep track
of, especially if someone attended different
schools or used different lenders or loan
programs.
Another helpful hint is when making the
payments, consider electronic payment options,
such as online payments or electronic debit.
Electronic debit is a service that allows a
student’s bank to automatically deduct monthly
loan payments from checking or saving account
and forward it to the loan holder for processing.
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AUDITION— (L/R) Mario Ferron, Manny Juarez, and Yoshiaki Yoshida at The Talent Show

attract more students to schedule class
during a time that is usually dead.
Dr. Miguel Nevarez shared with the
Dr. Teresa Sullivan sat with an engaged
students several plans the administration
look, at the end of a long table around
have been brainstorming though in order
which UTPA students were seated. The
to make attending classes more
vice chancellor of the UT System listened convenient and less stressful for the
as concerns were addressed to her and an students in regard to parking, class
assembled group of UTPA administrators.
unavailability, and course scheduling.
Wednesday afternoon Sullivan visited
One possible idea is a discount for
with students from the Student
summer sessions, while another discusses
Government Association (SGA), The
scheduling classes during a time that few
Student Leadership Program and UTPA
students are on campus.
Ambassadors to gain insight into student
“After graduation in December, no one
problems like tuition, course accessibility, is on campus,” Nevarez said. “One idea
and of course, parking.
we have is to offer a three-week course
Sullivan is the first woman to serve as
during that break. A student can take
executive vice president in the UT System three hours in three weeks and be able to
and has been a faculty member at UT
have one less class to take during a full
Austin for 20 years. Now as vice
semester. The same idea goes for the end
chancellor she is visiting various UT
of may until the beginning of the first
system campuses to gain perspective on
summer session.”
student issues as well as speak to
Members of SGA approached Sullivan
administrators about dealing with tuition
on the issue of low availability of faculty
increase and budget cuts.
offices, which has caused inconvenience
On her most recent stop at UTPA,
for both faculty and students. Nevarez
Sullivan began the forum by explaining
said that they are looking into making one
the latest concerns about tuition increase
big move into a place that will hold
and gave a history of the procedure the
offices such as the library or the the
system has been using for nearly 40
physical education buildings. With the
years.
university growing, there are no plans to
“Back in 1967, the cost for a semester
expand further beyond Edinburg and the
hour was $2,” Sullivan said. “That equals Starr County Upper Level Center. If there
a student taking a full semester of 15
will be any further construction, it will
hours for $30.”
only be planned for the campus.
Compared to that figure, students at
Another student asked whether the use
UTPA are paying $ 23 a semester hour
of Web CT will be implemented in more
and with the designated tuition by the UT
courses or if the use of the Internet to
System the university may be seeing an
increase communication will be in the
increase in the amount owed for the
long-term plans of faculty members.
classes.
One issue Sullivan did say she would
To deal with the
recommend for the
lack of funding each
university would be
university has
to increase faculty
experienced, Sullivan
members. An
Back in 1967, the
says she is more than
ambassador
willing to hear what
questioned though
cost for a semester
the students suggest
whether the new
hour was $2. That
to improve their
faculty members will
campus. Having
be willing to stay at
equals a student
already visited UTUTPA or simply use it
taking
a
full
San Antonio and UTas a stepping stone to
Permian Basin, the
semester of 15
further their careers.
chancellor gave
Sullivan responded by
hours
for
$30.
examples of some of
saying it was a risk
- Dr. Teresa Sullivan,
those groups’
any university has to
UT System Vice Chancellor
suggestions.
take when hiring, but
“Permian Basin is
that when faculty do
really working on
stay, it only advances
improving the work-study process on
any department by bringing in new
their campus,” Sullivan said. “With this
perspective and knowledge.
focus on work-study there is hope that
Marialicia Andrade, a sophomore
more students will be able to participate
communications major, attended the
and stay in school.”
forum as a member of SGA and as a
At UTSA, there is a slight problem with Student Leader. She said that she was
the way students schedule their classes
excited when she heard about the
since availability of certain courses are
chancellor visiting and felt it was a great
not available. Currently classes in the
opportunity to voice student concerns
morning, and night are filled, bringing
about the future of UTPA.
problems with parking that every campus
“Coming down to South Texas shows
deals with. The twist at San Antonio is
the chancellor cares about the students
that there are few people taking courses
and has interest about what we are
in the afternoon, causing many empty
thinking and worrying about,” Andrade
spaces that hours later people are fighting
said. “I have a few questions. Who better
for. One idea introduced was to offer free
than someone directly connected to the
parking in the afternoon, which will
UT system to voice concerns to?”
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

continued from page 1

necessary exempt from having to take out a loan.
Expenses rise with the commute to campus most
have to take. Those with jobs, families or simply
their own apartment and vehicle to pay for also
face the a large debt that financial aid may not
cover.
Students who currently receive The Texas
Grant have most of their tuition paid for, but must
maintain a required GPA depending on how
many hours they are taking.
Even students who receive scholarships from
the university are limited to a certain degree.
Some scholarships at UTPA only cover the
student’s tuition leaving the other hundreds of
dollars in additional costs in the hands of the
student.
“The best advice I could offer the students is to
apply for scholarships such as the Hispanic
Scholarship Fund which students at UTPA could
really qualify for and benefit from the awards,”
said Ozuna.
Failure to pay back a student loan can mean
having wages garnished, tax refund intercepted
and credit damaged. Graduate students may
already be seeing the aftereffects of student loans
or may be thinking about the money problems
that earning a second degree will cause them later
in life.
Jacob Camaros is a social studies composite
major who plans to find a way to pay off his
loans without actually having to worry about how
to budget accounts after college.
“I plan to teach for one or two years in the
Valley,” Camaros said. “I know that there’s
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SPEAKING OUT— UT System’s vice chancellor, Dr Teresa Sullivan (left),
discusses issues of importance with UTPA students Wednesday on campus.
Topics covered included tuition increase, parking troubles, class unavailability
and various UT policys.
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MPA showing recent surges
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
One of the University of Texas- Pan American’s
long-term goals to become a legitimate research
institution. Along these lines, the Master of Public
Administration Graduate Program is taking steps
toward expanding.
Approved in 1989, the MPA is now one of the 43
graduate degrees available at UTPA. Even though the
program has been in existence for several years it
wasn’t until 1999 that it really began to gain strength.
According to Dr. Homer Garcia, dean of the College
of Social and Behavioral Sciences, in order for the
program to expand it needed its own department and its
own faculty. School officials realized that in order for
the MPA to properly train its students to become public
administration officials it had to become independent.
“MPA used to be part of the Department of Political
Science, but if it was really going to take off it had to
be its own department,” said Garcia. “A year ago this
November it became official.”
Students seeking to become part of this graduate
program must fulfill specific admission requirements.
Applicants must submit: an MPA Application for
Admission, a general statement of purpose, three letters
of recommendation from professional or academic
sources, an official college transcript showing
completion of a bachelor’s degree, a Graduate Student
Application for Admission, and GRE (Graduate Record
Examination) or GMAT (Graduate Management
Admission Test) exam scores. After the student submits
his or her paperwork they will either qualify for clear
admission, probationary admission, tentative admission,
or if the student does not meet the admission
requirements then admission into the program will be
denied.
In an effort to help students gain as much experience
as possible the MPA program is making some changes.
The existing curriculum is being updated in an effort to

introduce additional courses. Faculty embers hope to
add to the curriculum the following courses: Urban
Planning, City and County Government Management,
Non-profit Organization Management, and Criminal
Justice Administration.
Along with updating the curriculum the MPA
program will feature a lineup of public administration
officials as guest speakers. Dr. Jose Hinojosa, interim
director of the program, wanted his students to receive
insight on public administration. His Formulation of
Public Policy class (PUBA 6311.01) will host former
U.S. Representative Elijio (Kika) De La Garza, state
Sen. Juan (Chuy) Hinojosa, and Congressman Ruben
Hinojosa, among other prominent administration
officials. Hinojosa commented that his main objective
is to have these speakers talk to students about their
experiences in office.
“I am inviting them to talk to my class about
formulation of public policy,” said Hinojosa. “I wanted
them to tell my students about their experiences in the
public policy arena.”
Those who are involved with the program can receive
some assistance. The Rio Grande Valley City Managers
Association awards scholarships to one male and one
female who are interested in city management and have
at least 12 earned semester hours. The Rio Grande
Valley Association of City Planners also awarded two
$500 scholarships to the program. These scholarships
will be given to one male and one female interested in a
career in urban and regional planning. Hinojosa
stressed that the purpose of these scholarships is to
offer the students financial help in any way possible.
“The majority of our students are in the public sector
working, most of them are married and are making a
sacrifice coming into the MPA program,” said Hinojosa.
“Any amount of money they receive will hopefully help
them and their families.”
The MPA program has begun to gain strength and
recognition, with 20 new students enrolled in the
program this fall.

RETENTION
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BELTIN’ IT OUT— Melissa Martinez of San Juan plays guitar
and sings Wednesday night at the Lawn Concert sponsored by
the University Program Board. David Cortez of McAllen and the
Trent Steel Band of Edinburg also played.

THE PAN AMERICAN

September 25, 2003
continued from page 1

performing well in the classroom setting. These progress reports are part of
an intervention program, known as the Early Warning System,
The progress reports include information, submitted by faculty, regarding
the student’s attendance and general class performance. Reports are sent out
prior to the midterm period, so the student has the option to either pick up
the grade or drop the class without affecting the grade point average.
According to Lopez, the program is currently in effect for select core
courses, but URAP plans to expand the early warning system to the 48-hour
core curriculum or all courses.
“We’re sending out about 3,200 letters per semester in core courses,” she
said. “We’re hoping it makes a difference.”
In addition to these letters, URAP is piloting programs, and introducing
supplemental instruction into the core curriculum. Supplemental instruction
in math courses, for example, entails a fourth-hour lab when teacher’s
assistants and tutors are present to help students understand the material.
Staff members from the URAP office conduct seminars on five days
within the 16-week semester during the supplemental hour. The seminars
focus on helping students with study techniques, but they also cover stress
management.
BB Barron-Gaytan, student development specialist for URAP, “We go in
after they finish taking a test, so we try not to interrupt their tutoring.”
There are student development specialists in all colleges: Arts and
Humanities, Business Administration, Education, Health Sciences and
Human Services, Science and Engineering, and Social Behavioral Sciences.
They primarily work with first-year, TASP-cleared students who have not
declared a major.
According to Lopez, research proves that the sooner a student decides on
a major the sooner that individual can get on track to graduate in the ideal
time frame of four to six years.
The other colleges offer the services of a student development specialist,
as well as help URAP pilot programs. The freshman success course is
offered in the College of Education, in which faculty members cover the
psychology of learning.
For four weeks the URAP specialist teaches students in this course the
application of learning, which includes study skills and coping skills. This
course is required for all education majors, and the university plans to make
it a graduation requirement for all the departments.
“We help enhance study skills,” said Barron-Gaytan. “Everybody has the
ability to succeed in college, it’s just a matter of enhancing those abilities.”
Some students don’t feel the need for special help. Adriana Salinas, a
freshman, has not declared her major, and doesn’t feel that the transition
from high school to college was difficult in reference to studying or in
general.
“It’s a change,” said Salinas. “But it’s not a drastic change.”
URAP is considering the fast track program that targets first-year students
who adjust quickly and work hard.
“It is for students who are really motivated and interested in working
hard,” said Barron-Gaytan. The idea behind the fast track is that students
take two related course, such as English 1301 and 1302, in the same
semester, as a six-hour course. The first eight weeks of the semester would
cover the first section, and the remaining eight would cover the second
section.
The URAP people also want to introduce Freshman Complications,
which is basically a gathering where freshmen can become acquainted with
the faculty in the college they plan to major in.
“This gives them the opportunity to see if that’s what they really want,”
said Lopez. “Or if there is something better to fit their long term goals.”
For more information about any of the programs contact the URAP office
at (956) 381-2319.
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PICKER— David Cortez performs at the Lawn Concert Wednesday.
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Banderas
bring
Pancho
Villa
C
ULTURE
C
LUB
What students like to read, listen to and surf.
to life in new HBO production
Andrew Alaniz
Freshman
Political Science

CD: “Something to Write Home About”
by The Get Up Kids
Movie: “Good Will Hunting”
Book: “The Virgin Suicides” by Jeffrey Eugenides

Armando Latigo
Sophomore
Marketing

CD: Led Zeppelin
Movie: “The Fifth Element”
Website: yahoo.com

Matthew Christensen
English lecturer

Movie: “My Beautiful Laundrette”
Book: “David’s Story” by Zoe Wicomb
Website: NYtimes.com

By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
In 1914, America had it's first
dose of reality entertainment.
Pancho Villa, the well-known
Mexican revolutionary, was
light-years ahead of MTV's
Real World and the recent
obsession with reality-based
programming when he used a
movie production company to
film various battles of the
Mexican Revolution
As seen in HBO's latest
production, “And Staring
Pancho Villa as Himself,”
Antonio Banderas plays Villa,
who uses American film media
to support his battle against
Victoriano Huerta's Mexican
forces. The movie debuted on
HBO, Sept. 7, just in time for
Hispanic Heritage Month.
Banderas did an excellent job
portraying Villa for everything
he was. The veteran actor
studied three historians who all
had opinions of Pancho Villa.
Banderas merged Villa the
bandit and Villa the
revolutionary into one very

strong, realistic and believable
character, even adopting Villa's
trademark mustache.
"Some are more defenders of
the figure of Pancho Villa as a
revolutionary. And the (others
say) Pancho Villa was a bandit.
He was both things," Banderas
said in an HBO interview.
Also staring in the film is
Eion Baily who plays Frank
Thayer, the mastermind behind
the filming of Villa's battles that
eventually became footage for
America’s first news reels.
In the tradition of reality
entertainment, Thayer and Villa
took advantage of Hollywood
magic to make the life-or-death
struggle of real battle appeal to
the American audience. The
camera crew and Villa often
manipulated battles in ways that
would benefit filming
procedures. Villa even agreed to
only fight battles during
daylight.
A scene in the films shows
American film critics laughing
at the sight of a dark Mexican
with a big mustache on a horse
- a screening of the never

before seen footage. Soon after,
to appeal to the audience, film
makers changed Villa's hairstyle
and used makeup to lighten his
complexion.
They even scripted scenes to
act out when troops weren’t
engaged in battle, an early
1900s public relations move
that helped Villa gain popularity
with the American media.
The revolutionary used
Mutual Film Company to gain
publicity in America. Like all
show business, it involved
several deals to sweeten the pot
for both Villa and the film
makers, and the production
company frequently supplied
army uniforms and ammo to
Villa’s troops.
In the movie, Villa asks his
film crew, "What will they
think, my American friends,
when they see the movie of
Pancho Villa?"
I’ll tell you what I think,
Banderas nailed it.
The movie is interesting,
informative, historical,
complete with solid
performances by all the actors.
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Around
Town
South Texas Wine Classic
Sept. 25 from 6:30 to
9:30 p.m.
Place: McAllen Civic Center
Event: The “Grand Tasting”
gives the public the chance
to meet with a number of
wine professionals. More
than 300 wineries will
present over 2,000 types of
wine, all available for
sampling.
Price: Tickets are $25 in
advance and $35 at the
door.
Phone: (956) 631-4707
Theater production
Oct. 9-11 at 7 p.m. and Oct.
12 at 2 p.m.
Place: McAllen Memorial
High School Auditorium, 101
E. Hackberry
Event: Students will perform
‘Black Comedy’ by Peter
Shaffer. “A delightful comedy
sure to shed some light on a
dark situation.”
Price: $5 for students and
seniors, $6 for adults.
Phone: (956) 632-5255
‘A Flea in Her Ear’
Oct. 15-18 at 8 p.m., Oct. 19
at 2 p.m.
Place: University Theater
Event: The UTPA theater
department presents its first
production of the year with
Georges Feydeau’s ‘A Flea
in Her Ear.’
Price: $10 for reserved
seats, $5 general admission
and $3 for non-UTPA
students and faculty. UTPA
students and faculty receive
two free admissions with a
valid ID. No children under
the third grade allowed.
Phone: (956) 381-3581
Street Market
Oct. 18 from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m.
Place: Downtown McAllen
on 17th Street between
Austin and Erie Avenues
Event: The Fifth Annual
McAllen Street Market will
include a variety of food,
entertainment and booths for
the entire family.
Price: Admission is free.
Phone: (956) 682-2871

■ Art exhibit . . . . . . . 8-9
■ Culture Club . . . . . . 10

REYNOSA BY NIGHT

More to city’s nightlife than border bars
By DANIELA RESENDEZ
The Pan American
Beyond drunkfest, bordercrossing clubs, Reynosa has
quality entertainment to
offer.
With a population of
almost half a million,
Reynosa has become one of
the busiest cities in northern
Tamaulipas in terms of
nightlife. Bar-Rio Antiguo, a
local club, is on top of the
list.
Bar-Rio Antiguo, located
at Blvd. Hidalgo 1300 B,
Col. Del Valle, has become a
favorite point for residents.
Since it opened two years

ago, Bar-Rio has become
well known for its exclusive
entertainment environment.
The original bar idea
originated in Monterrey,
Nuevo Leon, Mexico six
years ago. Automatically the
club became one of the most
popular clubs there. Years
later, it expanded to other
cities such as Reynosa,
Matamoros, Queretaro, and
soon to Mexico City, as well
as San Antonio, Texas.
Bar-Rio offers an original
bar concept because there
isn’t a regular dance floor, so
people are free to dance in all
the corners of the club, even
on top of the tables and

Photos courtesy of Bar-Rio Antiguo
(Above and Upper Right) - Bar-Rio Antiguo, at Blvd. Hidalgo
1300 B, Col. Del Valle, is a popular Reynosa night spot.

chairs.
Juan Gastelum, owner of
Bar-Rio Antiguo in Reynosa,
explained why he got
interested in opening the
club. He felt that this type of
concept would open new
doors for entertainment in
Reynosa.
“I felt that Reynosa needed
a place like Bar-Rio, where
everybody can have their
own party in each and every
corner of the club,” Gastelum
said.
This is especially
interesting considering the
common American
perception of Reynosa as a
seedy city filled with cheap
drinking holes for underage
teens on one hand, and
prostitution/dance clubs on
the other. Gasteleum’s place
is high brow, rivaling such
Valley clubs as Prada.
Live music, pop-rock, and
techno are among the music
types played in the club,
making it the favorite place
to be for many people.
“Bar-Rio is my favorite. It
is more exclusive than the
other (clubs). What you see
going on in the club is just
good fun, unlike the
vulgarities you see in other
places,” said Adriana
Renteria, student at the
University of Texas-Pan
American.
Like many other college
students, Renteria likes to
have fun. She said that BarRio is the best choice for
people who want to have a
great time.
Renteria also mentioned
that one of the things she
likes about the club is that
she feels very secure, and for

her that is very important.
She trusts the security guards
and staff of the club as well
as the valet drivers because
she says they always take
good care of her car.
“I’ve been there since it
opened two years ago, and
I’ve never had a problem
security-wise,” Renteria said
Security is a very
important fact when
choosing where to go. BarRio meets all the security
requirements necessary,
according to Gastelum.
“We have the best security
system and the most
qualified personnel in all the
north section of Tamaulipas,
and the south section of
Texas,” Gastelum added.
“Bar-Rio guarantees your
security so the only thing
you’ll worry about is to have
lots of fun.”
Because it is located in the
heart of Reynosa, the
majority of the attendants are
local residents. Many people
from the Valley feel that
border-crossing clubs such as
Alaskan and Frida are more
available to them because
they are closer to the bridge.

“When it comes to
drinking, we don’t want to
risk it and getting into an
accident by driving too far,”
said Omar Garza, a UTPA
student. Garza also stated
that he would love to go to
Bar-Rio but it is a little bit
hard when you do not know
the city.
Border-crossing clubs are
basically made for Valley
residents, and dress codes are
usually not required. Some
people who attend these
places mentioned that they
do not like to dress up to go
to clubs.
However, Bar-Rio does
have requirements, and that
is because it is important to
them to keep the
exclusiveness of the club
intact. No caps, no short, no
tennis shoes and no muscle
shirts for guys.
College students said
another advantage that
border-crossing clubs have is
economic. All it takes is $10
to drink all night. Bar-Rio,
on the other hand, requires a
little bit more than that. But
people don’t seem to mind.
It’s packed every weekend.

Hats optional, but don’t forget the music at Tejano clubs
By ARLETT LOMELI
The Pan American

Tejano music is a daily
staple for most musiclovers in the Rio Grande
Valley.
Many area residents can
remember attending
several quinceaneras
(coming out parties)
throughout their lives that
included dancing to

various Tejano beats.
However, the music
doesn’t stop at parties and
events. In the Pharr to
Mission area, residents can
enjoy their Tejano music
on different days of the
week without taking
presents.
Graham Central Station,
located at 500 N. Jackson
Road in Pharr, has Tejano
music playing on

Wednesday (ladies night),
Friday and Saturday night.
Cover for Graham Central
Station is five dollars,
while 18-to-21-year-olds
pay $10.
Tejano Saloon is also a
prime location for Tejanolovers. Located at 1100 W.
Nolana Loop in Pharr, the
local club features Tejano
music Friday through
Sunday. The club has live

Tejano concerts on Friday
night and has Saturday and
Sunday D.J.s featuring
Tejano music. Cover for
Fridays vary by age group
and day of the week, but
Saturday and Sunday
nights are $1 before 9:30
and the cover is $5 after
9:30. Ages 18 and over are
welcomed with proper
IDs.
However, Club Fuego

shows live groups on
Saturday night, and Friday
night (ladies night) the
club has a D.J.s playing
Tejano music. Friday night
cover for men 18 and over
is $5. This Saturday,
David Lee Garza and
Emilio Naviro will be
playing for the clubgoers.
This concert will be free
from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. and
$15 after 10 p.m.
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Two colleges combine creative talents to form
a single art exhibit. The Clark Gallery hosts the
exhibit which features eight artists from both
UTPA and Texas A&M-Kingsville.
(Far Left and Below) - The combined exhibit
features artwork in various mediums, including
oil pastels and clay.

Photos by
Daniel Aguilar

By VANESSA LUCIO
The Pan American

The University of Texas-Pan
American’s art department held an art
showing Thursday, Sept. 23 in the
Clark Gallery featuring work from
UTPA and Texas A&M-Kingsville
artists and professors.
The show brought together fellow
Pan American art faculty, students,
and the public. The artists were on
hand to showcase their work and take
the opportunity to talk with art lovers
about their various works.
Some featured artists included
Chuck Wissinger, Fulden Sara,
Richard Scherpereel, Todd A. Lucas,
Maurice Schmidt, Bill Renfrow,
Rolando Reyes, and Santa c. Barraza.
Many show-goers felt the event set
the tone for a year of eclectic
variations on what truly defines
art,while still managing to accentuate
each artists’ individual talents for all
to view.
Alejandra Leal, a freshman
business major, attended the art show
in hopes of gaining insight for her art
appreciation class. Her favorite
pieces included Scherpereel’s oil
pastel work “Sentinels of St. Basil,”
which uses geometric shapes to draw
upon the spirit of the artwork.
“The painting reminds me of an
ancient city or maybe a church with
dancing shapes around it that look
like people,” Leal said.
According to some viewers,
Scherpereel’s work was especially
fascinating to view because each
piece told a different story depending
on who was looking at them.

Sara, one of the eight featured
artists, is a former UTPA graduate
student who once received the
International Student Scholarship and
also won first-place in the
Brownsville International Art Show.
Sara’s heritage, a combination of
Central European and Byzantine
roots with Seljuk-Ottoman culture, is
evident throughout her artwork.
“Clay captures fluid energy while
requiring methodical manipulation
while mixing elements from past
experiences, a Turkish calligraphy of
sorts, and tends to focus on crisp
geometry,” she said.
Her clay pieces feature a melting
pot and prehistoric aura, often
tending to tell the story of ancestral
lineage.
Todd A. Lucas, Assistant Professor
of Art at the University of TexasA&M in Kingsville, was another
artist included in the art gallery
showing. Lucas uses his art to
showcase common objects that seem
to control everyday life. He uses all
media from sculpture, paint and
photos, but Lucas has a favorite kind
of art he creates.
The artwork is a combination of
photography and technology. Lucas’
interest in these objects originated
his childhood when he would play
with mechanical parts such as home
plugs, switches, and connectors from
his father’s research lab.
According to Lucas, “Students who
are looking to dive into these art
waters should grow a tough skin
because onlookers bring their own
baggage to the table when deciding if
they prefer the art or not, it’s tough.”

Chuck Wissinger, a former UTPA
art faculty who now resides at
neighbor and partner school at
TAMUK, views himself not as an
artist, but as a teacher. Wissinger has
helped mentor and enter students into
graduate programs across the world
at campuses including Ohio State,
Notre Dame, and Northern Wells.
Some of the art students Wissinger
has helped outside of graduate school
end up getting jobs with either art
galleries in Europe or Australia, or
become known local artists.
“Everybody is drowned in their
own work that I really believe
strongly in mentorship to find
somebody who has had their feathers
pulled out a few more times than
you,” he said.
Santa C. Barraza is a contemporary
Chicana/Tejana artist who is the chair
of the Art Department and teacher at
TAMUK. She has taught at the Art
Institute of Chicago and Penn State
University at University Park.
Her artwork has been widely
exhibited in the United States, Italy,
and Mexico, and her permanent
collections are in the Museum of
Texas Tech University, Mexican
Museum in San Francisco, Del Mar
College, Fondo del Sol Museum,
South Texas Museum, and the
Hispanic/Latino Archives of the
Tomas Ybarra Frausto Collection at
the Smithsonian Institution at
Washington DC.
“The artwork I feel must create a
fusion of two worlds within and to
truly discover the roots of oneself... a
Chicano Cosmo-vision some call it,
but it’s the person I am,” she said.
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Two colleges combine creative talents to form
a single art exhibit. The Clark Gallery hosts the
exhibit which features eight artists from both
UTPA and Texas A&M-Kingsville.
(Far Left and Below) - The combined exhibit
features artwork in various mediums, including
oil pastels and clay.

Photos by
Daniel Aguilar

By VANESSA LUCIO
The Pan American

The University of Texas-Pan
American’s art department held an art
showing Thursday, Sept. 23 in the
Clark Gallery featuring work from
UTPA and Texas A&M-Kingsville
artists and professors.
The show brought together fellow
Pan American art faculty, students,
and the public. The artists were on
hand to showcase their work and take
the opportunity to talk with art lovers
about their various works.
Some featured artists included
Chuck Wissinger, Fulden Sara,
Richard Scherpereel, Todd A. Lucas,
Maurice Schmidt, Bill Renfrow,
Rolando Reyes, and Santa c. Barraza.
Many show-goers felt the event set
the tone for a year of eclectic
variations on what truly defines
art,while still managing to accentuate
each artists’ individual talents for all
to view.
Alejandra Leal, a freshman
business major, attended the art show
in hopes of gaining insight for her art
appreciation class. Her favorite
pieces included Scherpereel’s oil
pastel work “Sentinels of St. Basil,”
which uses geometric shapes to draw
upon the spirit of the artwork.
“The painting reminds me of an
ancient city or maybe a church with
dancing shapes around it that look
like people,” Leal said.
According to some viewers,
Scherpereel’s work was especially
fascinating to view because each
piece told a different story depending
on who was looking at them.

Sara, one of the eight featured
artists, is a former UTPA graduate
student who once received the
International Student Scholarship and
also won first-place in the
Brownsville International Art Show.
Sara’s heritage, a combination of
Central European and Byzantine
roots with Seljuk-Ottoman culture, is
evident throughout her artwork.
“Clay captures fluid energy while
requiring methodical manipulation
while mixing elements from past
experiences, a Turkish calligraphy of
sorts, and tends to focus on crisp
geometry,” she said.
Her clay pieces feature a melting
pot and prehistoric aura, often
tending to tell the story of ancestral
lineage.
Todd A. Lucas, Assistant Professor
of Art at the University of TexasA&M in Kingsville, was another
artist included in the art gallery
showing. Lucas uses his art to
showcase common objects that seem
to control everyday life. He uses all
media from sculpture, paint and
photos, but Lucas has a favorite kind
of art he creates.
The artwork is a combination of
photography and technology. Lucas’
interest in these objects originated
his childhood when he would play
with mechanical parts such as home
plugs, switches, and connectors from
his father’s research lab.
According to Lucas, “Students who
are looking to dive into these art
waters should grow a tough skin
because onlookers bring their own
baggage to the table when deciding if
they prefer the art or not, it’s tough.”

Chuck Wissinger, a former UTPA
art faculty who now resides at
neighbor and partner school at
TAMUK, views himself not as an
artist, but as a teacher. Wissinger has
helped mentor and enter students into
graduate programs across the world
at campuses including Ohio State,
Notre Dame, and Northern Wells.
Some of the art students Wissinger
has helped outside of graduate school
end up getting jobs with either art
galleries in Europe or Australia, or
become known local artists.
“Everybody is drowned in their
own work that I really believe
strongly in mentorship to find
somebody who has had their feathers
pulled out a few more times than
you,” he said.
Santa C. Barraza is a contemporary
Chicana/Tejana artist who is the chair
of the Art Department and teacher at
TAMUK. She has taught at the Art
Institute of Chicago and Penn State
University at University Park.
Her artwork has been widely
exhibited in the United States, Italy,
and Mexico, and her permanent
collections are in the Museum of
Texas Tech University, Mexican
Museum in San Francisco, Del Mar
College, Fondo del Sol Museum,
South Texas Museum, and the
Hispanic/Latino Archives of the
Tomas Ybarra Frausto Collection at
the Smithsonian Institution at
Washington DC.
“The artwork I feel must create a
fusion of two worlds within and to
truly discover the roots of oneself... a
Chicano Cosmo-vision some call it,
but it’s the person I am,” she said.
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Banderas
bring
Pancho
Villa
C
ULTURE
C
LUB
What students like to read, listen to and surf.
to life in new HBO production
Andrew Alaniz
Freshman
Political Science

CD: “Something to Write Home About”
by The Get Up Kids
Movie: “Good Will Hunting”
Book: “The Virgin Suicides” by Jeffrey Eugenides

Armando Latigo
Sophomore
Marketing

CD: Led Zeppelin
Movie: “The Fifth Element”
Website: yahoo.com

Matthew Christensen
English lecturer

Movie: “My Beautiful Laundrette”
Book: “David’s Story” by Zoe Wicomb
Website: NYtimes.com

By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
In 1914, America had it's first
dose of reality entertainment.
Pancho Villa, the well-known
Mexican revolutionary, was
light-years ahead of MTV's
Real World and the recent
obsession with reality-based
programming when he used a
movie production company to
film various battles of the
Mexican Revolution
As seen in HBO's latest
production, “And Staring
Pancho Villa as Himself,”
Antonio Banderas plays Villa,
who uses American film media
to support his battle against
Victoriano Huerta's Mexican
forces. The movie debuted on
HBO, Sept. 7, just in time for
Hispanic Heritage Month.
Banderas did an excellent job
portraying Villa for everything
he was. The veteran actor
studied three historians who all
had opinions of Pancho Villa.
Banderas merged Villa the
bandit and Villa the
revolutionary into one very

strong, realistic and believable
character, even adopting Villa's
trademark mustache.
"Some are more defenders of
the figure of Pancho Villa as a
revolutionary. And the (others
say) Pancho Villa was a bandit.
He was both things," Banderas
said in an HBO interview.
Also staring in the film is
Eion Baily who plays Frank
Thayer, the mastermind behind
the filming of Villa's battles that
eventually became footage for
America’s first news reels.
In the tradition of reality
entertainment, Thayer and Villa
took advantage of Hollywood
magic to make the life-or-death
struggle of real battle appeal to
the American audience. The
camera crew and Villa often
manipulated battles in ways that
would benefit filming
procedures. Villa even agreed to
only fight battles during
daylight.
A scene in the films shows
American film critics laughing
at the sight of a dark Mexican
with a big mustache on a horse
- a screening of the never

before seen footage. Soon after,
to appeal to the audience, film
makers changed Villa's hairstyle
and used makeup to lighten his
complexion.
They even scripted scenes to
act out when troops weren’t
engaged in battle, an early
1900s public relations move
that helped Villa gain popularity
with the American media.
The revolutionary used
Mutual Film Company to gain
publicity in America. Like all
show business, it involved
several deals to sweeten the pot
for both Villa and the film
makers, and the production
company frequently supplied
army uniforms and ammo to
Villa’s troops.
In the movie, Villa asks his
film crew, "What will they
think, my American friends,
when they see the movie of
Pancho Villa?"
I’ll tell you what I think,
Banderas nailed it.
The movie is interesting,
informative, historical,
complete with solid
performances by all the actors.
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Around
Town
South Texas Wine Classic
Sept. 25 from 6:30 to
9:30 p.m.
Place: McAllen Civic Center
Event: The “Grand Tasting”
gives the public the chance
to meet with a number of
wine professionals. More
than 300 wineries will
present over 2,000 types of
wine, all available for
sampling.
Price: Tickets are $25 in
advance and $35 at the
door.
Phone: (956) 631-4707
Theater production
Oct. 9-11 at 7 p.m. and Oct.
12 at 2 p.m.
Place: McAllen Memorial
High School Auditorium, 101
E. Hackberry
Event: Students will perform
‘Black Comedy’ by Peter
Shaffer. “A delightful comedy
sure to shed some light on a
dark situation.”
Price: $5 for students and
seniors, $6 for adults.
Phone: (956) 632-5255
‘A Flea in Her Ear’
Oct. 15-18 at 8 p.m., Oct. 19
at 2 p.m.
Place: University Theater
Event: The UTPA theater
department presents its first
production of the year with
Georges Feydeau’s ‘A Flea
in Her Ear.’
Price: $10 for reserved
seats, $5 general admission
and $3 for non-UTPA
students and faculty. UTPA
students and faculty receive
two free admissions with a
valid ID. No children under
the third grade allowed.
Phone: (956) 381-3581
Street Market
Oct. 18 from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m.
Place: Downtown McAllen
on 17th Street between
Austin and Erie Avenues
Event: The Fifth Annual
McAllen Street Market will
include a variety of food,
entertainment and booths for
the entire family.
Price: Admission is free.
Phone: (956) 682-2871

■ Art exhibit . . . . . . . 8-9
■ Culture Club . . . . . . 10

REYNOSA BY NIGHT

More to city’s nightlife than border bars
By DANIELA RESENDEZ
The Pan American
Beyond drunkfest, bordercrossing clubs, Reynosa has
quality entertainment to
offer.
With a population of
almost half a million,
Reynosa has become one of
the busiest cities in northern
Tamaulipas in terms of
nightlife. Bar-Rio Antiguo, a
local club, is on top of the
list.
Bar-Rio Antiguo, located
at Blvd. Hidalgo 1300 B,
Col. Del Valle, has become a
favorite point for residents.
Since it opened two years

ago, Bar-Rio has become
well known for its exclusive
entertainment environment.
The original bar idea
originated in Monterrey,
Nuevo Leon, Mexico six
years ago. Automatically the
club became one of the most
popular clubs there. Years
later, it expanded to other
cities such as Reynosa,
Matamoros, Queretaro, and
soon to Mexico City, as well
as San Antonio, Texas.
Bar-Rio offers an original
bar concept because there
isn’t a regular dance floor, so
people are free to dance in all
the corners of the club, even
on top of the tables and

Photos courtesy of Bar-Rio Antiguo
(Above and Upper Right) - Bar-Rio Antiguo, at Blvd. Hidalgo
1300 B, Col. Del Valle, is a popular Reynosa night spot.

chairs.
Juan Gastelum, owner of
Bar-Rio Antiguo in Reynosa,
explained why he got
interested in opening the
club. He felt that this type of
concept would open new
doors for entertainment in
Reynosa.
“I felt that Reynosa needed
a place like Bar-Rio, where
everybody can have their
own party in each and every
corner of the club,” Gastelum
said.
This is especially
interesting considering the
common American
perception of Reynosa as a
seedy city filled with cheap
drinking holes for underage
teens on one hand, and
prostitution/dance clubs on
the other. Gasteleum’s place
is high brow, rivaling such
Valley clubs as Prada.
Live music, pop-rock, and
techno are among the music
types played in the club,
making it the favorite place
to be for many people.
“Bar-Rio is my favorite. It
is more exclusive than the
other (clubs). What you see
going on in the club is just
good fun, unlike the
vulgarities you see in other
places,” said Adriana
Renteria, student at the
University of Texas-Pan
American.
Like many other college
students, Renteria likes to
have fun. She said that BarRio is the best choice for
people who want to have a
great time.
Renteria also mentioned
that one of the things she
likes about the club is that
she feels very secure, and for

her that is very important.
She trusts the security guards
and staff of the club as well
as the valet drivers because
she says they always take
good care of her car.
“I’ve been there since it
opened two years ago, and
I’ve never had a problem
security-wise,” Renteria said
Security is a very
important fact when
choosing where to go. BarRio meets all the security
requirements necessary,
according to Gastelum.
“We have the best security
system and the most
qualified personnel in all the
north section of Tamaulipas,
and the south section of
Texas,” Gastelum added.
“Bar-Rio guarantees your
security so the only thing
you’ll worry about is to have
lots of fun.”
Because it is located in the
heart of Reynosa, the
majority of the attendants are
local residents. Many people
from the Valley feel that
border-crossing clubs such as
Alaskan and Frida are more
available to them because
they are closer to the bridge.

“When it comes to
drinking, we don’t want to
risk it and getting into an
accident by driving too far,”
said Omar Garza, a UTPA
student. Garza also stated
that he would love to go to
Bar-Rio but it is a little bit
hard when you do not know
the city.
Border-crossing clubs are
basically made for Valley
residents, and dress codes are
usually not required. Some
people who attend these
places mentioned that they
do not like to dress up to go
to clubs.
However, Bar-Rio does
have requirements, and that
is because it is important to
them to keep the
exclusiveness of the club
intact. No caps, no short, no
tennis shoes and no muscle
shirts for guys.
College students said
another advantage that
border-crossing clubs have is
economic. All it takes is $10
to drink all night. Bar-Rio,
on the other hand, requires a
little bit more than that. But
people don’t seem to mind.
It’s packed every weekend.

Hats optional, but don’t forget the music at Tejano clubs
By ARLETT LOMELI
The Pan American

Tejano music is a daily
staple for most musiclovers in the Rio Grande
Valley.
Many area residents can
remember attending
several quinceaneras
(coming out parties)
throughout their lives that
included dancing to

various Tejano beats.
However, the music
doesn’t stop at parties and
events. In the Pharr to
Mission area, residents can
enjoy their Tejano music
on different days of the
week without taking
presents.
Graham Central Station,
located at 500 N. Jackson
Road in Pharr, has Tejano
music playing on

Wednesday (ladies night),
Friday and Saturday night.
Cover for Graham Central
Station is five dollars,
while 18-to-21-year-olds
pay $10.
Tejano Saloon is also a
prime location for Tejanolovers. Located at 1100 W.
Nolana Loop in Pharr, the
local club features Tejano
music Friday through
Sunday. The club has live

Tejano concerts on Friday
night and has Saturday and
Sunday D.J.s featuring
Tejano music. Cover for
Fridays vary by age group
and day of the week, but
Saturday and Sunday
nights are $1 before 9:30
and the cover is $5 after
9:30. Ages 18 and over are
welcomed with proper
IDs.
However, Club Fuego

shows live groups on
Saturday night, and Friday
night (ladies night) the
club has a D.J.s playing
Tejano music. Friday night
cover for men 18 and over
is $5. This Saturday,
David Lee Garza and
Emilio Naviro will be
playing for the clubgoers.
This concert will be free
from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. and
$15 after 10 p.m.
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MPA showing recent surges
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
One of the University of Texas- Pan American’s
long-term goals to become a legitimate research
institution. Along these lines, the Master of Public
Administration Graduate Program is taking steps
toward expanding.
Approved in 1989, the MPA is now one of the 43
graduate degrees available at UTPA. Even though the
program has been in existence for several years it
wasn’t until 1999 that it really began to gain strength.
According to Dr. Homer Garcia, dean of the College
of Social and Behavioral Sciences, in order for the
program to expand it needed its own department and its
own faculty. School officials realized that in order for
the MPA to properly train its students to become public
administration officials it had to become independent.
“MPA used to be part of the Department of Political
Science, but if it was really going to take off it had to
be its own department,” said Garcia. “A year ago this
November it became official.”
Students seeking to become part of this graduate
program must fulfill specific admission requirements.
Applicants must submit: an MPA Application for
Admission, a general statement of purpose, three letters
of recommendation from professional or academic
sources, an official college transcript showing
completion of a bachelor’s degree, a Graduate Student
Application for Admission, and GRE (Graduate Record
Examination) or GMAT (Graduate Management
Admission Test) exam scores. After the student submits
his or her paperwork they will either qualify for clear
admission, probationary admission, tentative admission,
or if the student does not meet the admission
requirements then admission into the program will be
denied.
In an effort to help students gain as much experience
as possible the MPA program is making some changes.
The existing curriculum is being updated in an effort to

introduce additional courses. Faculty embers hope to
add to the curriculum the following courses: Urban
Planning, City and County Government Management,
Non-profit Organization Management, and Criminal
Justice Administration.
Along with updating the curriculum the MPA
program will feature a lineup of public administration
officials as guest speakers. Dr. Jose Hinojosa, interim
director of the program, wanted his students to receive
insight on public administration. His Formulation of
Public Policy class (PUBA 6311.01) will host former
U.S. Representative Elijio (Kika) De La Garza, state
Sen. Juan (Chuy) Hinojosa, and Congressman Ruben
Hinojosa, among other prominent administration
officials. Hinojosa commented that his main objective
is to have these speakers talk to students about their
experiences in office.
“I am inviting them to talk to my class about
formulation of public policy,” said Hinojosa. “I wanted
them to tell my students about their experiences in the
public policy arena.”
Those who are involved with the program can receive
some assistance. The Rio Grande Valley City Managers
Association awards scholarships to one male and one
female who are interested in city management and have
at least 12 earned semester hours. The Rio Grande
Valley Association of City Planners also awarded two
$500 scholarships to the program. These scholarships
will be given to one male and one female interested in a
career in urban and regional planning. Hinojosa
stressed that the purpose of these scholarships is to
offer the students financial help in any way possible.
“The majority of our students are in the public sector
working, most of them are married and are making a
sacrifice coming into the MPA program,” said Hinojosa.
“Any amount of money they receive will hopefully help
them and their families.”
The MPA program has begun to gain strength and
recognition, with 20 new students enrolled in the
program this fall.

RETENTION

Linda Flores/The Pan American

BELTIN’ IT OUT— Melissa Martinez of San Juan plays guitar
and sings Wednesday night at the Lawn Concert sponsored by
the University Program Board. David Cortez of McAllen and the
Trent Steel Band of Edinburg also played.
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performing well in the classroom setting. These progress reports are part of
an intervention program, known as the Early Warning System,
The progress reports include information, submitted by faculty, regarding
the student’s attendance and general class performance. Reports are sent out
prior to the midterm period, so the student has the option to either pick up
the grade or drop the class without affecting the grade point average.
According to Lopez, the program is currently in effect for select core
courses, but URAP plans to expand the early warning system to the 48-hour
core curriculum or all courses.
“We’re sending out about 3,200 letters per semester in core courses,” she
said. “We’re hoping it makes a difference.”
In addition to these letters, URAP is piloting programs, and introducing
supplemental instruction into the core curriculum. Supplemental instruction
in math courses, for example, entails a fourth-hour lab when teacher’s
assistants and tutors are present to help students understand the material.
Staff members from the URAP office conduct seminars on five days
within the 16-week semester during the supplemental hour. The seminars
focus on helping students with study techniques, but they also cover stress
management.
BB Barron-Gaytan, student development specialist for URAP, “We go in
after they finish taking a test, so we try not to interrupt their tutoring.”
There are student development specialists in all colleges: Arts and
Humanities, Business Administration, Education, Health Sciences and
Human Services, Science and Engineering, and Social Behavioral Sciences.
They primarily work with first-year, TASP-cleared students who have not
declared a major.
According to Lopez, research proves that the sooner a student decides on
a major the sooner that individual can get on track to graduate in the ideal
time frame of four to six years.
The other colleges offer the services of a student development specialist,
as well as help URAP pilot programs. The freshman success course is
offered in the College of Education, in which faculty members cover the
psychology of learning.
For four weeks the URAP specialist teaches students in this course the
application of learning, which includes study skills and coping skills. This
course is required for all education majors, and the university plans to make
it a graduation requirement for all the departments.
“We help enhance study skills,” said Barron-Gaytan. “Everybody has the
ability to succeed in college, it’s just a matter of enhancing those abilities.”
Some students don’t feel the need for special help. Adriana Salinas, a
freshman, has not declared her major, and doesn’t feel that the transition
from high school to college was difficult in reference to studying or in
general.
“It’s a change,” said Salinas. “But it’s not a drastic change.”
URAP is considering the fast track program that targets first-year students
who adjust quickly and work hard.
“It is for students who are really motivated and interested in working
hard,” said Barron-Gaytan. The idea behind the fast track is that students
take two related course, such as English 1301 and 1302, in the same
semester, as a six-hour course. The first eight weeks of the semester would
cover the first section, and the remaining eight would cover the second
section.
The URAP people also want to introduce Freshman Complications,
which is basically a gathering where freshmen can become acquainted with
the faculty in the college they plan to major in.
“This gives them the opportunity to see if that’s what they really want,”
said Lopez. “Or if there is something better to fit their long term goals.”
For more information about any of the programs contact the URAP office
at (956) 381-2319.

Linda Flores/The Pan American

PICKER— David Cortez performs at the Lawn Concert Wednesday.
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Comm Disorders leads in academic growth
By JULIAN CAVAZOS
The Pan American
The University of Texas-Pan American is
big and getting bigger, with a current
enrollment of almost 16,000. New departments
are developing as fast as the enrollment, and
established ones are growing. The fastest
growing one is the Communication Sciences
and Disorders Department.
Dr. Mary Anne Nericio detailed the growth,
saying “Last year, we had about 23 students.
Now we have 50 graduate students. It has
tripled in the last year.”
Rapidly increasing technology gives
students more opportunities to work in a field
where careers are in demand. Students
graduating in this area find jobs readily
available.
Keri Gonzalez, clinical supervisor and
professor of speech-language pathology, said,
“Our profession along with our department has
grown in leaps and bounds. There is such a

great need for speech pathologists here in the
Valley. Our graduate students find jobs in the
schools,
hospitals, rehab facilities, and some even
open up their own practice.”
There is a great diversity of coursework
done to serve not only UTPA students, but
eventually the rest of the Rio Grande Valley as
well.
“According to our national organization, the
American Speech-Language
Hearing Association, communication affects
approximately 46 million Americans,” said
Gonzalez. “These disorders include speech,
language, hearing, voice, swallowing, and
many more. So, as you can see, our field is
very diverse and students find areas that they
are truly interested in.”
The undergraduate program prepares
students for professional graduate level
training, and is also a fast moving organization.
“When I began teaching here at UTPA, I had
around 18-20 students. Now I have
approximately 80 students,” said Gonzalez.

Improved writing skills
are campus-wide goal
By EDWINA P. GARZA
The Pan American
Faculty members were introduced to the
launch of the Writing Across the Curriculum
initiative Wednesday afternoon at the Health
Science Human Services West building. The
program is supported and coordinated by the
University Writing Center.
The WAC Task Force is compiled of
faculty members from different colleges on
campus. The initiative is meant to aid
students by improving their writing skills.
WAC mission statement says the program is
an initiative to encourage writing, reading,
and critical thinking.
“Writing is a tool for increasing students
success,” said Dr. Miguel Gonzalez of the
College of Science and Engineering and one
of the eight WAC Task Force members.
The program stemmed from the idea that
students need to gain better writing
instructions for all of their courses, whether it
be biology or an English course. WAC hopes
help a wide variety of students become
strong writers in their prospective fields. This
is an understandable goal in light of the fact
that a recent nationwide study showed that 48
percent of high school seniors score “poorly”
in writing, and just one percent score
“excellent.”
“Students need competency in all written
communication skills as well as in specific
disciplinary genres,” said WAC Task Force
member Dr. Mark Noe, College of Arts and
Humanities.
The task force discussed improving
already existing programs as well as creating
more faculty-involved programs that allow an
exchange of ideas. “We will be teachers and
learners,” said Dr. Rose Marie Penzerro,
WAC task force member from the College of
Health Sciences and Human Services.
Judy Davidson, director of the University
Writing Center located in the library, stated
the faculty and the center need to work as a
team. Davidson encouraged faculty to visit
the center and speak with the tutors to
demonstrate what is expected in their classes.
She said the center is capable of being
successful with the help of the faculty.
“There are many creative things going on,”

she said. “I believe it’s unlimited.”
Dr. Ann Chenoweth of the College of Arts
and Humanities discussed the activities
planned for the upcoming year, including
workshops to discuss which strategies are
working and which are not. Also, there will
be a concentration on writing for specific
disciplines.
Through noting programs at other
universities, WAC intends to create a website
which provides links for faculty to learn what
others are doing to help their students
become better writers.
Eventually WAC hopes to move toward
extensive writing components in all courses,
in addition to starting a program helping
graduate students in need of writing
assistance.
At the meeting, faculty members voiced
anxieties about students who fear taking
courses that require them to write essays or
do critical thinking. Although according to
Noe, there are just as many students signing
up for classes to get a greater knowledge on
writing.
“When I ask why they take this course
they tell me, ‘I know I need to learn more
about writing,’” said Noe of his intensive
writing course students.
Dr. Steven Oliver of the Philosophy
Department said the students need to be
taught in general that the easiest way to gain
information is through reading and writing.
The typical student wants to be spoon-fed
and is terrified to find information, he added.
“An environment where a student is allowed
to discuss ideas and exchange knowledge
helps their critical thinking skills, and needs
to be created,” he said.
“The centerpiece isn’t lecture, it’s criticism
and writing,” Oliver said. “We need to
reinvestigate how we use time in classrooms
with our students.”
This reinvestigation will begin in
classrooms with the faculty, WAC, and the
University Writing Center when students
become more actively engaged in
classrooms. This facility will help students
critical thinking skills and aid in their
employability, professionalism, and
communication skills, both written and
spoken.

Those 80 undergrads will probably be able
to slide right into jobs after they complete. So
will the grad students, not always the case
around campus. Angelica Alvarado, a graduate
student, keeps herself informed on the
occupations available.
“I have just started this fall and am joining
the National Student Speech, Hearing and
Language Association (NSSHLA), a program
that gets students informed in careers such as
speech therapists, and audiologists,” said
Alvarado.
The graduate program guides students
through courses like multicultural issues,
normal speech-language development, various
speech-language disorder treatments, and
audiological tests.
They practice their work in hospitals, rehab
centers, schools, and even home health
agencies.
As part of the Communication Sciences and
Disorders Department, the Speech and Hearing
Center at UTPA remains relatively busy. The
Center provides a variety of professional

LOANS

UT rep offers students
explanations to recent
concerns, policies

services to Valley residents of all ages who
suffer from language disabilities, hearing
problems, stuttering, vocal problems,
swallowing and fluency problems.
Another service available is the
Language/Literacy Center, also located
at UTPA. This center focuses on improving
communication, mathematics, and reading
skills in schools where students are English
speakers, Spanish speakers, and bilinguals.
Nericio finds it to be truly rewarding to be
involved in a department that enables clients to
mitigate disabilities.
“I am from Austin, and much of my family
lives there, but it is so rewarding to live down
here and work with my students,” she said.
“They give me passion I never knew I had,
such intelligence, wit, energy and enthusiasm!"
Melissa Rios is one of those students going
for her master’s. She is a second-year graduate,
and greatly enjoys the work.
“The best thing about this is that I get to do
what I love doing the most. I help people,”
said Rios.

programs that will help pay for your college debt
if you teach at a school that is low income,
underprivileged schools.”
Although there are numerous books and
studies written on student loans, eventually the
decision lies in the hands of the student to decide
how he or she will pay off their educational debt.
“We used to have a problem for the last 10
years with the rates of students paying off their
loans on time,” Ozuna said. “Now we have been
able to come down to about a 1.3 default rate.
That is a great number compared to other default
rates we’ve seen.”
Ozuna attributed the lower numbers to the
communication maintained by staff with
graduates. The students have become more aware
of benefits such as different payment systems of
paying the loans.
Mapping-Your-Future.org is one website that
provides tips and information to college students
on how to manage their years in higher learning.
The recommendations on the website include
making sure a student has information on all
student loans. That info can be hard to keep track
of, especially if someone attended different
schools or used different lenders or loan
programs.
Another helpful hint is when making the
payments, consider electronic payment options,
such as online payments or electronic debit.
Electronic debit is a service that allows a
student’s bank to automatically deduct monthly
loan payments from checking or saving account
and forward it to the loan holder for processing.

Linda Flores/The Pan American

AUDITION— (L/R) Mario Ferron, Manny Juarez, and Yoshiaki Yoshida at The Talent Show

attract more students to schedule class
during a time that is usually dead.
Dr. Miguel Nevarez shared with the
Dr. Teresa Sullivan sat with an engaged
students several plans the administration
look, at the end of a long table around
have been brainstorming though in order
which UTPA students were seated. The
to make attending classes more
vice chancellor of the UT System listened convenient and less stressful for the
as concerns were addressed to her and an students in regard to parking, class
assembled group of UTPA administrators.
unavailability, and course scheduling.
Wednesday afternoon Sullivan visited
One possible idea is a discount for
with students from the Student
summer sessions, while another discusses
Government Association (SGA), The
scheduling classes during a time that few
Student Leadership Program and UTPA
students are on campus.
Ambassadors to gain insight into student
“After graduation in December, no one
problems like tuition, course accessibility, is on campus,” Nevarez said. “One idea
and of course, parking.
we have is to offer a three-week course
Sullivan is the first woman to serve as
during that break. A student can take
executive vice president in the UT System three hours in three weeks and be able to
and has been a faculty member at UT
have one less class to take during a full
Austin for 20 years. Now as vice
semester. The same idea goes for the end
chancellor she is visiting various UT
of may until the beginning of the first
system campuses to gain perspective on
summer session.”
student issues as well as speak to
Members of SGA approached Sullivan
administrators about dealing with tuition
on the issue of low availability of faculty
increase and budget cuts.
offices, which has caused inconvenience
On her most recent stop at UTPA,
for both faculty and students. Nevarez
Sullivan began the forum by explaining
said that they are looking into making one
the latest concerns about tuition increase
big move into a place that will hold
and gave a history of the procedure the
offices such as the library or the the
system has been using for nearly 40
physical education buildings. With the
years.
university growing, there are no plans to
“Back in 1967, the cost for a semester
expand further beyond Edinburg and the
hour was $2,” Sullivan said. “That equals Starr County Upper Level Center. If there
a student taking a full semester of 15
will be any further construction, it will
hours for $30.”
only be planned for the campus.
Compared to that figure, students at
Another student asked whether the use
UTPA are paying $ 23 a semester hour
of Web CT will be implemented in more
and with the designated tuition by the UT
courses or if the use of the Internet to
System the university may be seeing an
increase communication will be in the
increase in the amount owed for the
long-term plans of faculty members.
classes.
One issue Sullivan did say she would
To deal with the
recommend for the
lack of funding each
university would be
university has
to increase faculty
experienced, Sullivan
members. An
Back in 1967, the
says she is more than
ambassador
willing to hear what
questioned though
cost for a semester
the students suggest
whether the new
hour was $2. That
to improve their
faculty members will
campus. Having
be willing to stay at
equals a student
already visited UTUTPA or simply use it
taking
a
full
San Antonio and UTas a stepping stone to
Permian Basin, the
semester of 15
further their careers.
chancellor gave
Sullivan responded by
hours
for
$30.
examples of some of
saying it was a risk
- Dr. Teresa Sullivan,
those groups’
any university has to
UT System Vice Chancellor
suggestions.
take when hiring, but
“Permian Basin is
that when faculty do
really working on
stay, it only advances
improving the work-study process on
any department by bringing in new
their campus,” Sullivan said. “With this
perspective and knowledge.
focus on work-study there is hope that
Marialicia Andrade, a sophomore
more students will be able to participate
communications major, attended the
and stay in school.”
forum as a member of SGA and as a
At UTSA, there is a slight problem with Student Leader. She said that she was
the way students schedule their classes
excited when she heard about the
since availability of certain courses are
chancellor visiting and felt it was a great
not available. Currently classes in the
opportunity to voice student concerns
morning, and night are filled, bringing
about the future of UTPA.
problems with parking that every campus
“Coming down to South Texas shows
deals with. The twist at San Antonio is
the chancellor cares about the students
that there are few people taking courses
and has interest about what we are
in the afternoon, causing many empty
thinking and worrying about,” Andrade
spaces that hours later people are fighting
said. “I have a few questions. Who better
for. One idea introduced was to offer free
than someone directly connected to the
parking in the afternoon, which will
UT system to voice concerns to?”
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

continued from page 1

necessary exempt from having to take out a loan.
Expenses rise with the commute to campus most
have to take. Those with jobs, families or simply
their own apartment and vehicle to pay for also
face the a large debt that financial aid may not
cover.
Students who currently receive The Texas
Grant have most of their tuition paid for, but must
maintain a required GPA depending on how
many hours they are taking.
Even students who receive scholarships from
the university are limited to a certain degree.
Some scholarships at UTPA only cover the
student’s tuition leaving the other hundreds of
dollars in additional costs in the hands of the
student.
“The best advice I could offer the students is to
apply for scholarships such as the Hispanic
Scholarship Fund which students at UTPA could
really qualify for and benefit from the awards,”
said Ozuna.
Failure to pay back a student loan can mean
having wages garnished, tax refund intercepted
and credit damaged. Graduate students may
already be seeing the aftereffects of student loans
or may be thinking about the money problems
that earning a second degree will cause them later
in life.
Jacob Camaros is a social studies composite
major who plans to find a way to pay off his
loans without actually having to worry about how
to budget accounts after college.
“I plan to teach for one or two years in the
Valley,” Camaros said. “I know that there’s
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SPEAKING OUT— UT System’s vice chancellor, Dr Teresa Sullivan (left),
discusses issues of importance with UTPA students Wednesday on campus.
Topics covered included tuition increase, parking troubles, class unavailability
and various UT policys.

“

“

THE PAN AMERICAN

September 25, 2003

THE PAN AMERICAN

September 25, 2003

Campus

How worried are you
about student loan debt?

VO I C E

Adriana Garcia
Criminal Justice
Junior
I think students should be more aware of
what student debts are. They can get
really worried about them when they
shouldn’t. If you want to get an education,
you can’t try anything. Loans are an
important help.

Eloy Alvarado
Math
Senior
In my opinion, students shouldn’t get
much in debt with loans if they are not
responsible enough to graduate.

Daniela Resendez
Public Relations
Junior
Of course I worry about loan debt, but
I think student loans are great to help
students finish and finance their
education. When considering the very
low interest rate. I think student loans
are an investment.

Ernesto Gonzales
Rehabilitation Counseling
Senior
It’s pretty good. I’m not worried
about it because they help me to
pay for school and I have two
months to pay. I think it’s really
helpful.
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Cash bonus awaits
Faculty superstars
By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American
It’s almost like a performance lottery, as
selected faculty will be able to hit the jackpot
for their quality trouble. Faculty can now vie
for $60,000 in awards for outstanding
achievement in three areas: academic affairs,
research, and public service. The winners of
the Faculty Excellence Awards, which will
replace the Outstanding Faculty Awards, will
be named in April 2004.
The University of Texas-Pan American
Foundation Board and the UTPA Alumni
Association combine to sponsor the awards
recognizing and rewarding faculty excellence
in those three specific areas of performance.
“The Alumni Association has honored
faculty in the past and this is another event to
participate and help by supporting the
Faculty Excellence Awards,” said Debby
Grant, Alumni Association director.
The awards will be a good incentive for
faculty, according to biology professor Anixu
Kuang. “The cash may inspire awardees
more,” said Kuang.
A faculty member must first be nominated
in order to receive an award, and then the
finalists will be determined by a National
Selection Committee. The award for
excellence in teaching will recognize an
individual with outstanding teaching
methodologies, communication skills,
concern for student performance, and
commitment to the learning process. They
must also maintain high expectations of their
students and ensure academic rigor in
courses.
Faculty who have been particularly

successful in research or creative endeavors
will also be recognized. As UTPA seeks to
move toward more prowess as a research
institution, this area is of growing interest.
The awards for excellence in public service
will recognize those who have brought
recognition to The university through their
successful efforts in applying the content or
skills of their academic disciplines in service
to the community, state, or nation in areas of
public interest.
Further, a $20,000 award will be presented
to the department that has established itself
as a leader in the quest for excellence.
Teaching and research individual awards will
be worth $7,500 each, while the one for
public service nets $5,000. Finalists who
don’t win the prize will be awarded $1,000
each.
The cash incentives are a nice bonus for
winners, but faculty are still struggling under
the burden of the state-mandated budget cuts
in place this year. And some have reminded
the crowd that individual awards do little if
anything on a structural level in regard to
wages or merit pay, each of whom have
suffered since the state’s shortfall.
“It is a benefit to the individual recipients
and the university generally that generous
recognition of outstanding faculty is
instituted. One can only applaud this
system,” said Kenneth Buckman, history and
philosophy professor. “However, it is a
mistake to regard these kinds of
compensation as anything that affects the
general salary structure of faculty. After all, it
isn't just five or six faculty members on a
campus who produce excellent work in one
or several areas of evaluation.”

Cash Awards for
Excellent Faculty
* $20,000 for Department of Excellence
* $7,500 for Excellence in Teaching
* $5,000 for Excellence in Public Service

Jesus Lopez
Engineering
Sophomore
I’m not worried because right now I don’t
have a loan, yet. If I had one I wouldn’t be
so worried since the interest rate is low,
plus you have around six months to pay
it after you graduate.

* $5,000 for Excellence in Teaching, five finalists will receive $1,000 each
* $5,000 for Excellence in Research or
Creative Endeavors, five finalists will receive
$1,000 each
* Awards will be presented in April 2004
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SPORTS CLIPBOARD
Men’s golf places 12th
The UTPA men's golf team finished 12th at the
14-team First Reliance Intercollegiate Classic
Tuesday held at the Country Club of South
Carolina and hosted by Francis Marion
University. Pan Am shot a 54-hole total of 911
and were 38 shots behind tournament winner
Jacksonville State.

Tennis receives honors
Eight members of UTPA's mens and women's
tennis teams received academic honors from the
Intercollegiate Tennis Association last
Wednesday, Sept. 17.
In addition, the women's team was named an
ITA All-Academic Team for the third year in a
row.
On the women's team, senior Elisabet Mateos
of Spain, juniors Jessica Brown of Sioux City,
Iowa, Julie Fife of Los Alamos, NM and Alana
Breen of Whistler, British Columbia as well as
sophomore Kathryn Waslen of Calgary, British
Columbia were honored as ITA ScholarAthletes.
For the men, senior Neil Barraclough of
England, and Canadian sophomores Filip
Koziell and Jeremy Salvo were among 200

UPCOMING UTPA SCHEDULE
Sept. 26 X-Country at Whataburger Invitational
at San Antonio (UTSA)
Sept. 26-28 Women's tennis at Lamar Invitational
Sept. 27 Volleyball at Texas A&M-International, 4
p.m.
Sept. 27-28 Women's Golf at Notre Dame
Invitational
Sept. 29 Men's Golf at Fred Marx Invitational at
Louisiana-Monroe
Sept. 30 Volleyball at Texas A&M-Kingsville, 7
p.m.

NFL WEEK THREE SCHEDULE
Away
Home
Date
Arizona
St. Louis
Sept. 28
Jacksonville
Houston
Sept. 28
Philadelphia
Buffalo
Sept. 28
Tennessee
Pittsburgh
Sept. 28
Cincinnati
Cleveland
Sept. 28
New England Washington
Sept. 28
San Francisco Minnesota
Sept. 28
Kansas City
Baltimore
Sept. 28
San Diego
Oakland
Sept. 28
Atlanta
Carolina
Sept. 28
Dallas
N.Y. Jets
Sept. 28
Detroit
Denver
Sept. 28
Indianapolis
New Orleans
Sept. 28
Green Bay
Chicago
Sept. 29
Open date:
Miami, N.Y. Giants, Seattle, and Tampa Bay

Time
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
3:05 p.m.
3:05 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8 p.m.

selected from all Division I men's tennis players.

Astros rally past Giants
The Houston Astros rallied to defeat the San
Francisco Giants, 2-1, Wednesday afternoon and
improved to 85-73, and are just a half game
behind the Chicago Cubs (85-72) in the NL
Central Division. The come-from-behind win
ended the Astros’ four-game skid.
José Vizcaino's seventh inning pinch hit drove
in two runs to beat the Giants in the nationally
televised afternoon NL matchup. The Giants,
who have clinched the NL West title, dropped to
97-60.
Astros pitcher Roy Oswalt picked up the win
and improved to 10-5.
Giant pitcher Sidney Ponson took the loss and
dropped to 3-6.
Tuesday night, the Oakland A's (95-63) defeated the Texas Rangers, 4-3, in 10 innings and
clinched the AL West title for the second
straight year when Seattle lost to Anaheim, 2-1,
in 11 innings.
In the AL Central, the Minnesota Twins
repeated as division champs after beating the
Cleveland Indians, 4-1, extending their winning
streak to 10 games and improving to 88-69.
Detroit routed Kansas City, 15-6, to end a 10-

MLB WILDCARD STANDINGS
American
Boston
Seattle

Won Lost
93 - 65
90 - 69

GB
-3.5

LEFT
4
3

DIV
East
West

Division winners: East - N.Y. Yankees (98-59), Central
- Minnesota (88-69), West - Oakland (95-63).
National
Florida
Houston
Philadelphia
Los Angeles
St. Louis
Arizona
Montreal

Won Lost
88 - 70
85 - 73
85 - 73
83 - 73
83 - 76
81 - 76
81 - 78

GB
-3.0
3.0
4.0
5.5
6.5
7.5

LEFT
4
4
4
6
3
5
3

DIV
East
Cen.
East
West
Cen.
West
East

Division winners: East - Atlanta (98-60), West - San
Francisco (97-60).

2003 WOMEN’S SOCCER
WORLD CUP
Group A

Group B

Group C

Group D

U.S.A.
Sweden
Nigeria
N. Korea

Norway
France
Brazil
S. Korea

Germany
Canada
Japan
Argentina

China
Ghana
Australia
Russia

Sept. 21
Sept. 25
Sept. 28

U.S.A. 3, Sweden 1
U.S.A. vs. Nigeria
North Korea vs. U.S.A.

6:30 p.m.
2:45 p.m.

game losing streak while improving their woeful
season record to 39-118.
The Tigers’ victory left them two losses away
from tying the post-1900 major league record
for most losses in a single season.
Detroit must win four of their last five games
to avoid tying the New York Mets for the undistinguished record. In 1962, the Mets lost a
record 120 games. On Monday, Detroit's 118th
loss of the season against the Royals surpassed
the AL record of losses in a single season previously held by the 1916 Philadelphia Athletics.

Women’s golf takes fifth
The UTPA women's golf team finished fifth at
the nine-team Texas State Bobcat Invitational
Sunday held at The Bandit Golf Course with a
two-round overall score of 655 that left them
seven strokes behind first place Texas A&MCorpus Christi.
Sophomore Stefanie Maynard of Pflugerville
finished second on the individual level after
shooting a final round score of 78 for a 36-hole
total of 154, just three strokes shy of medalist
Ashlie Simmons of TAMU-CC.
Daniela Cortés shot a 160, Christine Treanor
swung for a 170, and Nikki Boychuk and Itziar
Unanue both tied with a 172 each.

MEXICAN SOCCER LEAGUE
Team
Tigres
U.N.A.M.
U.A.G.
Atlante
Necaxa
Santos
Puebla
Irapuato
Toluca
Pachuca
Monterrey
América
Veracruz
Morelia
Guadalajara
Chiapas
Cruz Azul
Atlas
Club San Luis
Querétaro

W-D-L
6-1-1
5-2-2
5-2-2
4-3-2
3-5-1
3-5-1
4-2-3
4-2-3
4-1-3
3-4-2
3-4-2
3-3-3
3-3-3
3-2-4
3-1-5
3-1-5
2-3-4
2-2-5
1-3-5
0-1-8

GF:GA
17:7
17:11
15:12
17:12
12:9
19:12
14:13
15:16
12:10
12:10
18:17
17:12
13:15
13:17
12:15
11:16
11:16
16:17
11:19
5:21

PTS
17
17
17
15
15
14
14
14
13
13
13
12
12
11
10
10
9
8
6
1

Week 8 results Sept 20-21: Chiapas 1, Veracruz 0;
Santos 5, Monterrey 5; Tigres 2, Necaxa 1; Morelia 0,
U.N.A.M. 3; San Luis 1, América 5; Atlas 6, Irapuato 1;
Toluca 2, Guadalajara 1; Pachuca 4, Cruz Azul 1;
Atlante 1, U.A.G. 0; Querétaro 0, Puebla 2.
Week 9 results Sept. 24: Puebla 0, Tigres 1; Veracruz
3, Pachuca 1; Cruz Azul 0, Morelia 2; U.A.G. 3,
Chiapas 2; U.N.A.M. 2, Querétaro 0; América 0,
Santos 0; Necaxa 1, Toluca 0; Atlas 4, San Luis 1;
Irapuato 2, Guadalajara 3; Monterrey 1, Atlante 0.
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Lady Broncs extend win streak to six games
By ERICK TREVINO
The Pan American
The University of Texas-Pan American
volleyball team extended its winning
streak to six Tuesday night at the UTPA
Fieldhouse with a three-match sweep of
Incarnate Word before a festive home
crowd of 218.
The Lady Broncs returned to action
against the Lady Crusaders after a stellar
performance at the Prairie View A&M
Tournament last weekend.
There they went 4-0 and were crowned
co-champion of the tournament along with
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi who also went
4-0. UTPA did not face the other cochampions.
Tuesday UTPA defeated UIW 30-16,
30-27, and 30-17 to improve to 9-7 while
stringing together their sixth straight victory.
The Lady Crusaders dropped to 8-8 on
the season with the loss. UTPA’s next
game will be against Texas A&M
International in Laredo on Saturday, Sept.
27 at 4 p.m.
The Lady Broncs set the tempo for the
evening early on in the match.
"We couldn’t get anything going
tonight," said Lady Crusaders head coach
Jennifer Montoya. "Our biggest mistake
was not taking care of our side of the
net."
The Lady Broncs controlled the pace
from beginning to end and never trailed
during the first game of the series. UIW’s
only spurt of offense in the match came
during Game 2. The Lady Crusaders rallied and came within two points of UTPA,
29-27, until sophomore setter Sandy
Darway took matters into her own hands
and hit a no-look shot to win the game.
Game 3 was much like the first and the
Lady Broncs rolled to a 30-17 win.
Senior outside hitter Jaclyn Muszynski
had 10 kills, seven digs, and three blocks.

Junior outside hitter Cathi Netemeyer
contributed 11 kills and three blocks.
Netemeyer considers Muszynski the
heart and soul of this team, “the rock," as
she calls her. She has the utmost amount
of confidence in her teammate and credits
the new offense the Lady Broncs are running for their latest success.
Currently, head coach Dave Thorn is
playing two setters for their three powerful hitters at the net in 5-foot-11
Muszynski, 6-foot-1 Netemeyer, and 6foot-2 middle blocker Danielle Holthe.
All three are exceptional athletes and
having them at the net allows the Lady
Broncs to be a big and strong physical
team, posing problems for opposing
defenses.
They play well together and have been
working on getting and closing their
blocks at the net.
Netemeyer couldn’t say enough about
how confident the team is playing under
the new offensive system. She described
their play as "clean, crisp, and well executed."
Netemeyer is looking forward to the
rest of the season because she feels that
this offense is going to produce more
wins. The whole team played well overall
despite not knowing much about the Lady
Crusaders’ style of play.
"They did not want to do a tape
exchange so there was no way to scout
them," Netemeyer explained.
The team picked up their tendencies relatively quickly and UIW resulted in not
posing much of a threat.
Former McAllen Memorial standout
freshman Karen Lyons turned in a team
high 21 assists and sophomore Sandy
Darway chipped in 10 to help the UTPA
cause.
The Lady Crusaders were led by senior
Amanda Carrejo, who had seven kills and
four blocks, and Leah Dworaczyk added
four kills and four digs.

Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

UTPA sophomore Danielle Holthe (16) throws down a spike against Incarnate Word Tuesday.

"The group deals specifically with student-athlete
welfare issues
and also provides community service
opportunities
for all of the
student-athletes
in the athletic
department."
SAAC tackles
issues that are
brought to them
by their fellow
athletes.
For example,
there was a
problem with
weight room
hours and
- Eric Montalvo, SAAC men’s
SAAC
basketball representative
addressed this
problem and got
it corrected so
they could have more time
because it provides stuto lift and prepare for comdent-athletes with a voice
petition.
and give them a role on
Members meet regularly
how the athletic departto discuss current events
ment is run," Uchacz said.
letic department.
"SAAC is important

“

We want to get
all athletes
involved so they
can have a say
on any problems
we have
throughout the
department.

“

Every organization has
kinks that can be worked
out and improved.
The athletic department
is no different and that is
why the Student-Athlete
Advisory Committee
(SAAC) exists.
This committee has one
representative from every
athletic team at The
University of Texas-Pan
American.
Each representative
serves a yearlong term and
can either step down and
pass the torch to someone
else or continue on the
committee as long as they
have eligibility left.
The mission of UTPA’s
SAAC is to enhance the
total student-athlete experience by promoting opportunity, protecting studentathlete welfare, and fostering a positive student-ath-

lete image within the community.
This organization is
guided by the following
principles: ethics, integrity, fairness, and a respect
for diversity, which shall
include attention to gender, race, ethnicity, and
sport.
When the student-athletes are faced with problems they turn to SAAC,
where does the average
student turn?
To the dean of students,
Dr. Jerry Price, because
he is there to address
problems in the university. Price is here to
enhance every student’s
experience and help them
if they have any complaints or suggestions and
that is exactly what
SAAC is there for too.
Chris Uchacz, the adviser to this group, believes
SAAC gives the studentathletes a voice in the ath-

and issues going on inside
the athletic department.
Eric Montalvo, the
men’s basketball representative, is serving his first
year on SAAC and
believes this committee
runs well when the other
student-athletes communicate to them about the concerns from their team
members.
"We want to get all athletes involved so they can
have a say on any problems we have throughout
the department," Montalvo
said. "SAAC’s main goal
is to listen to the studentathletes."
With each team being
represented this ensures
that no team will get special benefits and everyone
is treated fairly. Issues that
make it to SAAC are voted
on by all members, representing democracy at its
best.
The committee does not

always deal with negative
problems in the department.
Jennifer Arriola, the
women’s basketball representative, is serving her
second straight year on
SAAC and has heard compliments about the program
too.
"We are the voice for the
student-athletes. They
come to us with problems,
concerns, and when something positive is happening
in the department," Arriola
said.
Uchacz feels honored to
help this group make
changes in the athletic
department.
"It is a privilege for me
to act as staff adviser for
SAAC and work with the
student-athlete leaders in
the athletic department,"
Uchacz said. “In order to
make the athletic-academic
experience the best it can
be."
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Tuition increase could be manageable
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American
President Miguel A. Nevarez and other administrators met with
the Student Government Association (SGA) on Tuesday at the
latter’s weekly meeting to discuss plans on the designated tuition
increase proposal.
The administrator focus was to discuss possible increases and
proposed new changes to alleviate other problems such as student
parking and class size. The tuition increase will lead the university
to be able to allocate funds to hire more faculty and level the
increase of entering freshman to the number of faculty available.
Those administrators present beside Nevarez were Dr. John A.
Edwards, vice president for Enrollment and Student Services, and
Dean of Students Dr. Jerry Price.
Christine Carruthers, student judicial affair officer, commented
that the university administration had contacted her (she is one of
the SGA advisers) to request a meeting with the student senators.
Their purpose in doing so was to get the senators’ point of view
on the proposed changes and measure their response.
“They are looking for SGA feedback to see and get a feeling of
how other students will react,” Carruthers explained. “They know
SGA is a diverse body that represents students on campus.”
The meeting was run by Nevarez and with a PowerPoint
presentation he analyzed designated tuition per semester credit
hour and the number difference that would exist after the
increase. The cost per semester hour in 2002 was $26, went up
six dollars by 2003, but the increase will be merely $6 in 2004.
However, the price will go up $12 in 2005 making each semester
credit hour equal $38.
Tuition and fees are 24 percent of the funding resources allotted
to the university every year. With the increase, the administration
hopes to get the money needed to hire from 55 to 62 new faculty
next September. This school year, approximately 25 faculty were
hired, against the 1,600 new students enrolled. Nevarez stated that
for the year 2015, the school is expected to have 26,000 students
and the use of money for the hiring of faculty is expected to be
never ending. The enrollment is 15,889 this fall.
“The increase is not a bump in the road,” Nevarez said. “It will
be there a long time.”
There were some positive comments made by the SGA
members regarding the hiring of more faculty to balance the entry
level of new students. SGA President Francisco Vielma stated that

SAAC works to improve Athletic Department
By MATT HALL
The Pan American
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there is a need for more professors to keep classes smaller,
continuing the special attention UTPA is known for. Class sizes
have increased, however, as enrollment has risen because of the
lack of faculty.
“New faculty are essential,” Vielma said. “The student body is
growing in a phenomenal rate and one of the perks in this
university is you are not sitting in a classroom with 200 students
and a professor a mile away from you.”
Vielma also stated that if the class size increases too much, oneto-one interaction with the professor will be lost. Nevarez’ agreed,
saying that increasing class size could decrease the quality of
education students get because the amount of work and dedication
from the professors might decrease.
Senator Representative Raul Cabrera commented that the
administrators made a good decision to let the SGA in on their
plans before any action is taken, because some of the money
involved will come from student tuition.
“Considering the SGA was good because it is the student’s
pocket that would be affected,” Cabrera explained. “So they
should direct it to a student first, then anybody else.”
Cabrera also added that hiring new faculty will be beneficial
because then some departments can add more sections for
students. He also explained the parking problem could be solved
because if classes are distributed more evenly, the flow of students
will be balanced.
However, senators have their differences and the one for the
College of Social and Behavioral Science, Nathan Schwartz,
thought differently about the parking issue. Based on research he
and other senators did, Schwartz said the shortage of parking
spaces are greater all day Tuesday and Thursday.
The administrators are thinking of offering peak discounts for
those who take classes later on during the day instead of in the
morning, to separate the student body and have fewer problems.
But Schwartz mentioned that might curtail student involvement
because the activity period is during the peak time.
A student forum open to all students is going to happen Oct. 2
in the Engineering Building room 1.300. It will cover the same
points given to the SGA senators, but new graphics and numbers
will be added to provide the senators’ feedback about the issues.
Vielma urges students to attend and get their voice heard. During
the forum, students will be able to interact with the president and
others, who have expressed willingness to know more about their
opinions regarding these changes.

2002 – 2005 Tuition
Increase Rates for
Texas Colleges
Institution 2002 2003 2004 2005
UT- Arlington $42 $44 $46

?

UT-Austin

$42 $44 $46

?

UT-Dallas

$42 $44 $46

?

UT-San
Antonio

$42 $44 $46

?

UT-El Paso

$38 $42 $46

?

UT-Tyler

$40 $42 $44

?

UT-Permian
$35 $36 $40 ?
Basin
UT-Pan
American $26 $26 $32 $38
UTBrownsville

$25 $25 $32

?

Source: Vice President, Business Affairs

Support, protection growing for assault victims
the local organization in the Valley, in McAllen, is part of
the statewide network connected to TAASA.
Lupe Silva-Aboud, the group’s resource development
coordinator, said the organization provides shelter to
With recent high-profile events such as the Kobe Bryant women and their children for up to 45 days, plus
case and the Air Force Academy scandal coming to light,
counseling services. Mujeres Unidas also sponsors
more women are now asking themselves if there is an
programs to increase public awareness of domestic
organization out there for victims of
violence and sexual assault, including
sexual assault.
ones aiming for prevention of these
The Texas Association Against
crimes.
Sexual Assault (TAASA), helps such
“We go out to the people, the
The effects of
victims, as a nonprofit educational
schools, on topics of domestic
program promoting awareness in
sexual assault are so
violence, personal safety, teen dating,
Texas. Spokespeople from the
violence, and sexual harassment,”
great.
It
affects
their
organization are sent all over the state
said Silva-Aboud.
self-esteem, their
to publicize the issue on college
The majority of women who turn to
campuses, where assault is a
Mujeres Unidas for counseling are
trust. We encourage
recurrent problem.
between the ages of 23 and 35, but
the student to seek
Eunice Ruiz, one of the
Silva-Aboud said that sometimes
spokeswomen for TAASA’s new
outside help.
women over the age of 60 go for help
“Speak Up, Speak Out” campaign,
as well.
- Mary Herrera,
told her personal abuse story last
Since Mujeres Unidas is nonprofit,
UTPA
Counselor
Thursday at the Student Union here
funding comes from grants and
on campus.
fundraisers. The main annual event,
Ruiz was sexually molested at age
Art with Heart, will be Nov. 13, This
8 and raped at age 13 while still living in Mexico. She did
year tickets are $100 and a house will be raffled off.
not talk about her abuse until age 14, when she came to
“This is for the community, to help support the
live in the United States and became involved with a
organization,” said Silva-Aboud. “Students can get
support group. The counseling enabled her to tell her
together and purchase a ticket.”
mother and then the world about her ordeal.
“After I talked to a counselor, I began sharing my story
CAMPUS RESOURCES
with my family and friends,” said Ruiz. “Finally, I
When students who are victims of sexual assault seek
realized how important it was to share my story.”
counseling here at the university, they do so at the
With over 70 crisis centers in Texas, women now have
Counseling and Advisement Center. Many times, the
the opportunity to get counseling about and protection
student is then referred to programs like Mujeres Unidas
from sexual assault or domestic violence. Mujeres Unidas, and TAASA.
By CHRISTINA HARRIS
The Pan American
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Mary Herrera, a counselor on campus, said that one or
two students per semester come in seeking help, though
most assault cases don’t ever get reported.
“For some it’s very hard for them to talk,” said Herrera.
“The problems that they have are as a result of the sexual
abuse they experienced when they were young.”
The most common victims of date rape are under 18
years of age. In the United States, 1.8 million teens have
been the victims of serious sexual assault, and college
women are especially vulnerable. In fact, one out of every
five college-age women report having being sexually
assaulted.
The Counseling Center provides guidance in helping the
victim deal with the assault, and with the guilt and
depression often resulting. Depression is one of the major
issues that assault victims deal with, and many students
who go to the center are then referred to a psychiatrist for
medication.
As an awareness tool, the UTPA Counseling Center will
sponsor National Depression Screening Day on Thursday,
Oct. 9 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The screening is for
depression, bipolar disorder, anxiety, and post-traumatic
stress. The idea is that screenings will spread knowledge
so victims can start to rebuild their lives.
“The effects of sexual assault are so great,” said
Herrera. “It affects their self-esteem, their trust. We
encourage the student to seek outside help.”
For victims like TAASA spokesperson Ruiz, learning to
have confidence again has been a main focus of her
recovery process.
“The hardest thing is to learn to enjoy life without
worrying about trust,” said Ruiz. “Trust is not easy for me.
My faith in God has really played a very important part in
my recovery and coping. It has been through that faith that
I have been able to make it through the hardest and
darkest times in my life.”
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Charolette Hunt and staff protect UTPA athletics from NCAA infractions
The University of
Georgia, California State
University-Fresno, San
Diego State University and
Baylor University. What do
these institutions all have
in common? They are all
guilty of major NCAA rule
infractions recently. Does
UTPA have to worry about
that? No.
Pan Am does not have to
worry because Charolette
Hunt, athletics compliance
coordinator, has the program running smoothly.
Hunt, in her third year at
UTPA, arrived in South
Texas via Northwestern
University where she was
also the compliance coordinator. Before that she spent
time at the University of
Michigan, in Ann Arbor, as
the eligibility coordinator.
Hunt also served as the
compliance assistant at the
Big East Conference Office
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Compliance coordinator guards against violations
By MATT HALL
The Pan American
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in Providence, R.I. Her job
is to make sure the university follows the rules and
thus stays out of trouble.
By accepting the post at
Pan Am, Hunt joined an
athletic program that was
known around the nation as
the only institution in
NCAA history not to be
certified in the first certification process. And one
which suffered through a
string of untoward incidents just six years ago
involving former coach
Delray Brooks.
Since she has joined the
staff, the orange-and-green
have had a squeaky clean
record, and has largely
built back the credibility
that suffered and flagged
during the days of the
Brooks scandal. But Hunt
gives all of the credit to her
staff.
"The good thing is we
have a great staff that follows the rules. And they
understand the importance

of following the rules,"
Hunt said. "Especially in a
place where you have a
recent history of major
infractions."
UTPA’s last major infraction was in July 1996,
when recruiting violations
labeled Pan Am as a repeat
violator and got the university placed on probation for
four years. The trail of Pan
Am’s history of violations
dates back to October 1968
when the Broncs got in
trouble for giving out
improper financial aid and
were put on one-year probation.
In April 1973, once again
the university broke the
rule against giving out
improper financial aid, and
this time was hit with a
two-year probation period.
As part of the penalty, both
years of the probation
included no televised
games.
A little over 17 years
later, in Oct. 1990, UTPA

basketball team, knows that
deviated from the straight
compliance is a serious
and narrow path and was
issue and should be taken
hit with a violation due to
very seriously.
improper recruiting and as
"Just in
a result, was
case we
sentenced to
want to play
one-year
in a bigprobation.
time tournaLess than
ment, the
two years
NCAA
later, in
Tournament,
August
and if we
1992, the
are breaking
athletic
rules we
department
might not be
was hit with
eligible to
a violation
play,"
for improper
Montalvo
recruiting
said. "So it
and giving
is important
extra beneCHAROLETTE HUNT
for her to do
fits. Even
her job and
though this viomake sure she keeps the
lation was appealed by the
program clean."
current coach, Pan Am was
Hunt says the NCAA has
still found guilty and sentenced to three years proba- started to make general
tion and one year of no-tel- rules and let the institution
interpret them and decide
evision probation.
Eric Montalvo, a 6-foot-3 how they are going to
enforce the rule.
guard on UTPA’s men’s

She looks at her job as
that of a gatekeeper, someone who has to be able to
catch mistakes.
"My main job is to
ensure that we have policies and procedures in
place to monitor all compliance areas," Hunt said.
"So that if anything happens I should be able to
catch it or somebody
should be able to catch it
within my policies and procedures."
She also just wants to
stay out of the spotlight
and avoid all media attention.
"If you’re not in compliance it leads to bad publicity for the university as a
whole," Hunt said.
"Athletic departments bring
a lot of glory to institutions, but they also, as seen
by St. Bonaventure,
Alabama and Baylor, can
be national news. We are
just trying to avoid the
news."

Reynosa adding quality pugilists to boxing pool
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By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
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Census job chances soon available
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
The U.S. Census Bureau is looking to hire
2003 graduates, and as a result an information
session was held on Wednesday with oncampus interviews to take place Friday. The
Bureau is also one of over 25 companies
participating in the Business and Internship
Job Expo today from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the
University of Texas-Pan American Fieldhouse.
“We’re here to help people get in to work
with us,” said Jennifer Davidson, U.S. Census
Bureau IT specialist/ recruiter. “Forty percent
of people working in the bureau are up for
retirement and we’re trying to get a new crew
in. We are trying to hire 200 new people every
year.”
Job openings include ones for
statisticians/analysts, geographers, and
information technology specialists. Majors in
math, computer science, sociology, statistics,
economics, political science, psychology,
business administration, criminal justice,
demography, information systems
management, computer information systems,
geography, cartography and public
administration are encouraged to apply.
New hires will be involved in gathering data
on all aspects of the nation's economy, from
the national deficit consumer price index to

new housing starts and unemployment rates.
Some job descriptions include conducting
surveys to help determine where new schools
will be built in communities, and where to best
direct other community services.
Requirements vary according to the
positions, but all require U.S. citizenship and
bachelor’s degrees with a minimum GPA of
2.9. Relocation to the Washington D.C. area is
also necessary.
The Census Bureau information session is a
part of Called to Serve, a program sponsored
by UTPA’s Career Placement Services. The
program was set up to help students obtain
government jobs.
There is not a deadline to apply. Those who
did not make it to the information session or
the expo can log on to www.census.gov and
fill out the questionnaire. Then download the
cover sheet for each job, take the cover sheet,
a resume, and a current transcript to the Office
of Career Placement Services room 147 in the
Student Services Building.
“We encourage students to apply for federal
jobs,” said Velinda Reyes, Career Placement
assistant director. “These jobs are more secure
especially right now that the economy is
suffering. They offer excellent pay and many
benefits.”
All Census jobs are federal jobs and come
with federal benefits, including life insurance,

health insurance, paid leave, and 10 paid
holidays among others.
“It’s a very comfortable job,” Davidson
explained. “You can get graduate school paid
for if you’re interested and you get a lot of
vacation leave and stuff like that. Also the
D.C. area is a great place for young people.
They have museums, clubs, and a lot of things
to do.”
Davidson, who has been with the Census
Bureau for a year and a half said that
advacement opportunities are plentiful.
“You can move up rapidly,” she explained.
“You have a chance to increase your salary
every year for the first four years. I’ve already
been promoted.”
Reyes, who was once employed by the
government, explained that federal jobs also
offer valuable experience along with
opportunities for advancement.
“Federal jobs are good opportunities for
anyone,” she said. “You get exposed to many
different things and learn a lot that will help
you in the future as you move up in your
career.”
Other companies participating in the
Business and Internship Job Expo include
Austin Police Department, Federal Bureau of
Investigation, Mervyn's, South Texas Health
System, U.S. Customs and Border Protection,
and Wells Fargo Financial.

Photo by Ed Chrnko/The Pan American

Gabriel Soto is one of the trainers at Academia de Boxeo “Heriberto de Anda.”

The sport of boxing is not all
bright lights, big city and men
with pointy hairdos, at least not
in Reynosa. Here, boxers are
not made, they are forged.
Until recently, the Academia
de Boxeo "Heriberto de Anda"
of Joel Soto was the only boxing gym in Reynosa, and thus,
the only game in town.
However, despite the lack of
training facilities, Reynosa has
managed to produce a number
of quality boxers, thanks in part
to the passion and love of the
sport of boxing of Joel Soto
Jiménez.
Soto fought only a handful of
amateur fights in his youth
before being seriously injured
in an automobile accident at the
age of 17. He opened his gym
35 years ago in his backyard
and it still remains. Since 1989
it has been an enclosed facility
that houses a ring and a variety
of training equipment.
In addition to his gym, Soto
also is the premiere boxing promoter in this northern Mexican
city of close to a half million
people. Most recently, Soto promoted a sellout exhibition fight
between Mexican boxing legend Julio César Chávez and
Reynosa’s Benito "Mulato"
Rodríguez last June in the Plaza
de Toros of Reynosa. This was
Chávez’ first and most likely
only appearance in the border
city, but is a feather in Soto’s

cap and a tribute to his promotional skills, all based in the
love he has for the sport.
The majority of fights in
Reynosa are promoted by Soto,
who has become well-respected
in the international boxing
scene. However, locally, Soto’s
stable of fighters including its
rich boxing tradition have not
been given its deserved respect,
according to Soto’s son Gabriel,
20.
The Valley View High School
graduate, who is now the gym’s
second as well as its trainer and
cutman, feels that the Valley
doesn’t think too highly of the
boxers that come out of
Reynosa and that they are
looked down upon, especially
by South Texas promoters. Soto
said that Reynosa fighters are
paid only half of what Valley
fighters get.
The young cutman is very
proud of Mexican boxers, in
general, and characterizes them
as ones who "give it their all"
and that the quality and level of
Mexican boxing is very good.
He distinguishes Mexican boxers by their distinct hook to the
kidneys that they use in comparison to other boxers from
around the world.
"Everyone knows that the
Mexican (boxer) gives it his
all," Soto said. "But in the
Valley, they (promoters) don’t
notice us (Reynosa boxers)
much."
Gabriel feels that a gym
doesn’t produce seven state

champions, four national champions and two world champs
only to get paid half price.
Currently, the Soto stable
houses the Mexican national
super flyweight champion,
Hugo Ramírez, and the WBO’s
No. 8 ranked super featherweight, Rocky Montoya, 29-0.
Among the finely tuned boxers
is Soto’s other son, Saúl, who is
13-0, including 12 knockouts.
"The majority (Reynosa boxers) come out of here," Gabriel
Soto said with pride. The
younger Soto also explained
that their training techniques
are a little more individualized,
which could be one of the reasons for their many years of
success.
"We focus on everyone in the
gym," the young trainer and
cutman said. "Everything is
even, no one is ignored. It’s
very friendly."
Gabriel Soto indicated that
boxing has become a bi-gendered phenomenon.
"Women have also come to
our gym," the 20-year-old said.
"They come to learn selfdefense, lose weight and sculpt
their bodies."
Looking toward the future, he
hopes that the recent opening of
another boxing gym in the border city, the Gimnasio Reynosa,
will elevate the level of competition even more.
"It’s a good thing," he said.
"It’s better that there’s more
gyms because it saves on
expenses."
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Women’s World Cup kicks off, WUSA folds
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American

women participate in soccer leagues around the
country, more than ever
The fourth FIFA Women’s before.
“Now (in Dallas) they
World Cup kicked off
have a girls’ team for every
Saturday with Norway
age group,” Stone said.
defeating France, 2-0.
“The youth level is going
However, women’s soccer
nuts.”
in the United States sufStone compared the
fered a serious blow last
North American Soccer
week when the Women’s
League in the ‘70s and ‘80s
United Soccer Association
to WUSA, because it also
folded.
folded. Twenty years later,
The women’s league lost
MLS emerged and is cur$80 million-$100 million in
rently in its eighth season.
three years and would have
The existence of
continued to lose more
women’s professional
money every day had it
leagues in the United States
remained in operation.
shows that Title IX is
That’s why the WUSA
working. The
WNBA currently concluded its
seventh season,
where the
Detroit Shock
defeated the Los
Angeles Sparks
in the championship finals
last week,
despite attendance dropping
4 percent this
- Chad Deering,
past season to
Dallas Burn Midfielder
8,830 per game,
the lowest in
league history.
decided to call it quits after
“It was a great game
just three seasons and prior
(WNBA final),” said UTPA
to the opening of the Cup.
women’s associate head
“It’s a real sad thing,”
coach Tracy Anderson. “It
Dallas Burn midfielder
says a lot that women’s
Jordan Stone said in a
professional sports can
phone interview. “It was by
far the best women’s league make it.”
Anderson pointed out
in the world.”
that the WNBA has the
The saturation of sports
financial backing of the
in the United States, in
NBA. However, WUSA did
addition to the wide variety
not have the financial supof entertainment options
port that the women’s basavailable to the American
ketball league enjoys,
public, are just some of the
which could be one of the
culprits behind the demise
reasons the women’s preof the 3-year-old league.
mier league failed.
Lack of corporate sponsor“Women’s sports continships is another main reason
ue to rise, but this does put
WUSA has gone the way of
a damper on it,” Anderson
the dodo bird.
Since WUSA’s first match said.
Prior to the kickoff of the
in 2001 had 34,148 fans at
World Cup Saturday, organRFK Stadium in
izers had sold 280,000 of
Washington, D.C., league
the 600,000 tickets availattendance dropped 18 perable for the six venues for
cent to 6,667 per game. Its
the 16-team, 32-game tourtelevision ratings were a
nament. Almost 30,000 tickmere 0.1 and 0.2 on the
ets were sold for the United
PAX network which means
that the audience was meas- States’ 3-1 opening game
victory against Sweden,
ured in thousands, not milSunday in Washington,
lions.
D.C.’s RFK Stadium. The
However, all is not lost.
tickets went on sale only
Just because WUSA failed
two months ago.
doesn’t mean that the sport
This Sunday’s doubleis a failure. Thousands of
header between Group A
boys and girls and men and
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BRINGIN’ ‘EM BACK FOR MORE
Retention
Percentages

Texas Freshman Retention Rates for Fall 2001
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It’s definitely a
huge blow to
women’s
sports, but I
take it as a step
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By OMAIRA GALARZA
The Pan American

A fisherman may not find difficulties in catching fish, but holding on
to the catch during the transition from sea to land is a challenge. The
same principle is apparent when a “fish”, a college freshman, encounters
the transition from high school to a college or university.
For students, this transition period can be so full of complications that
they choose not to return to school in the following semesters. This
decision affects the college or university’s retention rate, which is the
percentage of first time/full-time students that remain enrolled one year
after entering the school.The University of Texas-Pan American offers
several programs to its students that increase the retention rate.
According to Marta Lopez, director of the University Retention
Advisement Program (URAP), UTPA’s retention rate has increased
about 12 percent in four years. In 1999 the rate was 54 percent, and the
unofficial rate for this year is 67 percent.
The university is improving these numbers through the use of
programs, such as the Learning Communities. A Learning Community is
a group of less than 30 students who take paired courses. Paired courses
are two core courses taken together, such as history or an English and a
history. The same groups of students attend classes together.
The material covered in the classes is exactly the same as the material
in a non-community course. These classes are available to all students,
and can be found during registration in the class schedule newspaper
under the Learning Communities-paired courses listing.
Lopez said that the average increase in the success rate of students
who enroll in Learning Communities, in comparison with those who
don’t, is 15 to 20 percent higher.
URAP monitors select courses, within and outside of these
communities, and progress reports are sent to students who are not

See RETENTION page 11

Loan debt posing problems
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

Photo by John Todd/International Sports

Cat Reddick of Team USA (4) fires a shot past Corpus native Monica Gonzalez of the Mexican national team in a Sept. 7 match.

rivals, the United States and
North Korea, and Nigeria
and Sweden at Crew
Stadium in Columbus, Ohio
is the first venue to sell out.
Fans from 42 states, three
countries, two U.S. territories and Washington, D.C.
will converge on the
Midwestern city’s stadium
that has a capacity of
22,555.
Despite WUSA’s
announcement last week,
not everyone sees WUSA as

folding permanently, just
yet.
“It’s definitely a huge
blow to women’s sports, but
I take it as a step back,”
Dallas Burn midfielder
Chad Deering said. “They’ll
definitely come back and do
well.”
It is speculated that if the
United States can rekindle
the excitement it generated
during its 1999 World Cup
win, WUSA will be resuscitated with new corporate

sponsorships that will want
to ride the wave of a potential third World Cup title.
Now, the United States
women’s national team has
additional pressure on it to
perform well and repeat its
1991 and 1999 World Cup
victories.
“It’s not enough pressure
as it is to win,” said
Deering, a former men’s
national team member. “If
you don’t win, you may not
have a league next year to

play in.”
Deering, a Texas native,
compared the women’s
present position to MLS and
the men’s national team
success in the 2002 World
Cup that was jointly held in
Japan and Korea.
“It’s kind of how MLS
was, but we’re getting more
respect, especially since the
2002 World Cup,” Deering
said. “If not, we may be in
the same boat as WUSA
right now.”

There are over 3,000 individuals at UTPA borrowing
loans, and as soon as they graduate, bills from the university
and government starts filling up their mailbox. The question
for these students is whether they will earn enough money
to be able to pay off their student loans. And will they be
able to afford living on their own as adults?
Elias Ozuna, the assistant director for Student Financial
Services, said that although loans are needed by some
students, scholarships should be one of the first ways for
students to access money for education.
“The biggest problem I’ve seen is that students tend to
borrow too much money and don’t realize that when they
graduate they aren’t going to automatically get their dream
job,” Ozuna said. “They are going to have trouble repaying
their debt if the students do not foresee that they may not
have the amount of money needed to repay the loans once
they start working.”
A Federal Stafford Loans is one of the most popular ones
used by university students. This type allows dependent
undergraduates to borrow up to $2,625 their freshman year,
$3,500 their sophomore year and $5,500 for each remaining
year. There are also cumulative limits of $23,000 for an
undergraduate education and a $65,500 combined limit for
undergraduate and graduate.
At UTPA, students can either qualify for a subsidized or

unsubsidized Stafford Loan. Graduates and undergraduates
enrolled at least half-time must demonstrate financial need
by filling out a FAFSA form.
For subsidized Stafford Loans, the federal government
pays the interest while students are enrolled in school at
least half-time. Currently there are 3, 366 students using
subsidized Stafford Loans. The interest rate is variable for
new borrowers, with a maximum of 8.25 percent.
Borrowers who currently have 7, 8, or 9 percent Loans will
continue at the same rates.
These relatively low-interest loans are made by federal
and state governments, banks, savings and loans, credit
unions and other commercial lenders who participate in the
program.
Unsubsidized Stafford Loans are for graduates and
undergraduate students enrolled at least half-time, and are
not based on need, although students must also file the
FAFSA to be considered.
The interest rate is variable with a maximum of 8.25
percent. Interest will be charged from the time the loan is
disbursed until it is paid in full. Students can choose to pay
the interest while in school or allow it to accumulate.
However, allowing it to accumulate will increase the total
amount for repay.
Although the tuition at UTPA is not the most expensive
compared to the rest of the UT system, students aren’t
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GROWING GREENERY— Due to near-record area rainfall, the
UTPA campus is alive lately with lush foliage and wildlife.

